
 

Writing Progression of Skills: Years 1-6 

Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Writing: 

Transcripti

on 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

(Spelling) 

Spell 
words 
containing 
each of 
the 40+ 
phonemes 
already 
taught 

 Spell by 
segmentin
g spoken 
words into 
phonemes 
and 
representi
ng these by 
graphemes
, spelling 
many 
correctly 

Use further 
prefixes and 
suffixes and 
understand how 
to add them (e.g., 
dis–, in–, -ly) 

Spell further 
homophones 
and words 
that are 
often 
confused 

Spell some 
words with 
‘silent’ 
letters (e.g., 
knight, 
psalm, 
solemn) 

Use 
knowledge 
of 
morphology 
and 
etymology in 
spelling and 
understand 
that some 
words need 
to be learned 
specifically 
(e.g., 
accommodat
e, necessary) 

 

Spell 
common 
exception 
words 

Learn new 
ways of 
spelling 
phonemes 
for which 
one or 
more 
spellings 
are already 
known 

Spell words with 
more complex 
prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g., –
ation, –ous, –ly) 

Use prefixes 
and suffixes 
appropriately 
(e.g., mis–, 
auto–, –ly, –
ous) 

Continue to 
distinguish 
between 
homophone
s and other 
words which 
are often 
confused 

Use 
dictionaries 
to check the 
spelling and 
meaning of 
words 

 

Name the 
letters of 
the 
alphabet 
in order 

Spell 
common 
exception 
words 

Spell words with 
common 
homophones and 
near-
homophones 
(e.g., 
their/there/they’r
e) 

Spell words 
that are 
often 
misspelt 
(from the 
Y3/4 word 
list) 

Apply 
spelling 
strategies 
more 
confidently 
to spell 
longer and 
more 
complex 
words 

Spell 
consistently 
and 
accurately 
across all 
writing, 
including 
technical 
subject-
specific 
vocabulary 

 

Add 
prefixes 
and 
suffixes: 
using the 

Spell words 
with 
suffixes 
such as –
ment, –

Use spelling rules 
and patterns 
learned in Year 2 
to spell longer 
words 

Use 
knowledge of 
morphology 
to spell 
words using 

Use 
advanced 
spelling 
patterns to 
spell 

Spell 
complex 
words with 
precision, 
drawing on 



spelling 
rule for 
adding –s 
or –es as 
the plural 
marker for 
nouns and 
the third 
person 
singular 
marker for 
verbs 

ness, –ful, 
–less, –ly 

root words 
and affixes 

unfamiliar 
words 
confidently 

prior 
learning and 
etymology 

 

Apply 
simple 
spelling 
rules and 
guidance 

Apply 
spelling 
rules and 
guidance 

Use further 
spelling patterns 
and rules (e.g., 
for plurals, 
possessives, 
apostrophes) 

Use 
dictionaries 
to check 
spelling and 
meaning of 
words 

Develop 
personal 
spelling 
strategies 
for more 
challenging 
words 

Spell 
consistently 
and 
accurately 
across all 
writing, 
including 
technical 
subject-
specific 
vocabulary 

 

Write 
from 
memory 
simple 
sentences 
dictated 
by the 
teacher 
that 
include 
words 
using the 
GPCs and 
common 
exception 
words 
taught so 
far 

Write from 
memory 
simple 
dictated 
sentences, 
correctly 
applying 
spelling 
and 
punctuatio
n 

Write from 
memory dictated 
sentences using 
accurate 
punctuation and 
spelling rules 

 Write from 
memory 
more 
complex 
sentences, 
applying 
spelling rules 
and patterns 
learned 

Write 
accurately 
from 
memory 
complex 
dictated 
sentences 
applying 
advanced 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation 

Write 
complex 
dictated 
sentences 
from 
memory with 
accuracy in 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation 

Writing: 

Handwritin

g 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

 

Sit 
correctly 
at a table, 
holding a 
pencil 
comfortab

Form 
lower-case 
letters of 
the correct 
size 
relative to 

Use the diagonal 
and horizontal 
strokes that are 
needed to join 
letters and 
understand 

Increase the 
legibility, 
consistency, 
and quality of 
handwriting 
(e.g., 

Write 
legibly, 
fluently, and 
with 
increasing 
speed 

Maintain 
legibility in 
joined 
handwriting 
when writing 
at speed, 



ly and 
correctly 

one 
another 

which letters, 
when adjacent to 
one another, are 
best left un-
joined 

ensuring 
down strokes 
of letters are 
parallel and 
lines of 
writing are 
spaced 
sufficiently) 

adjusting 
style as 
needed for 
the task (e.g., 
formal 
letters or 
creative 
writing) 

 

Begin to 
form 
lower-case 
letters in 
the 
correct 
direction, 
starting 
and 
finishing in 
the right 
place 

Write 
capital 
letters and 
digits of 
the correct 
size, 
orientation
, and 
relationshi
p to one 
another 
and to 
lower-case 
letters 

Ensure 
consistency in 
letter size and 
spacing, ensuring 
joined writing is 
neat and legible 

Ensure 
handwriting 
is fluent and 
legible across 
longer pieces 
of writing 

Develop a 
consistent, 
legible 
handwriting 
style, suited 
to different 
writing 
purposes 

Write legibly 
and fluently 
at speed 
across all 
writing tasks 

 

Form 
capital 
letters and 
digits 0-9 

Start using 
the 
diagonal 
and 
horizontal 
strokes 
needed to 
join letters 

Begin to increase 
fluency and 
consistency of 
handwriting 
through joined 
writing 

Improve 
speed and 
consistency 
of joined 
handwriting 

 Choose the 
appropriate 
handwriting 
style and 
implement 
based on 
task 
requirement
s 

Develop a 
personal, 
fluent 
handwriting 
style suitable 
for formal 
and informal 
tasks 

 

Understan
d which 
letters 
belong to 
which 
handwritin
g ‘families’ 
(i.e., 
letters 
that are 
formed in 
similar 
ways) 

Use 
spacing 
between 
words that 
reflects the 
size of the 
letters 

Ensure spacing 
between words 
and letters is 
consistent across 
writing 

 Ensure 
handwriting 
is neat and 
legible, even 
in extended 
writing tasks 

Use different 
styles of 
handwriting 
for different 
purposes, 
ensuring 
fluency 

Write legibly 
and fluently 
across 
different 
forms of 
writing, 
adapting the 
style as 
necessary 

Writing: 

Compositio

n 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Planning & 

Drafting 

Say out 
loud what 
they are 

Plan or say 
out loud 
what they 

Plan their writing 
by discussing and 
recording ideas 

Plan their 
writing by 
discussing 

Identify the 
audience for 
and purpose 

Identify the 
purpose, 
audience, 



 

 

 

 

going to 
write 
about 

are going 
to write, 
including 
narratives 
about 
personal 
experience
s and real 
events 

and 
recording 
ideas, 
structuring 
paragraphs 
around a 
theme 

of writing, 
selecting the 
appropriate 
form and 
using other 
similar 
writing as 
models for 
their own 

and form of 
writing and 
plan how to 
structure 
writing to 
ensure 
clarity, 
coherence, 
and impact 

 

Compose 
a sentence 
orally 
before 
writing it 

 Write 
down ideas 
and/or key 
words, 
including 
new 
vocabulary 

 Discuss and 
rehearse writing 
orally before 
drafting 

Draft and 
write by 
composing 
and 
rehearsing 
sentences 
orally 

Use further 
organisation
al and 
structural 
devices to 
plan writing 
(e.g., 
planning 
tools like 
bullet 
points, flow 
charts) 

Plan writing 
by 
identifying 
key 
structural 
and stylistic 
features of 
chosen text 
types, using 
planning 
tools to 
ensure 
structure 

Composing 

& Writing 

Sequence 
sentences 
to form 
short 
narratives 

Write 
simple 
narratives 
about 
personal 
experience
s and those 
of others 
(real or 
fictional) 

Write a range of 
narratives, 
including those 
based on 
personal 
experiences and 
those with 
invented 
characters and 
settings 

Organise 
writing into 
paragraphs 
that build up 
ideas and 
details 
around a 
theme 

Select 
appropriate 
grammar 
and 
vocabulary, 
understandi
ng how such 
choices can 
change and 
enhance 
meaning 

Write 
effectively 
for a range 
of purposes 
and 
audiences, 
selecting 
language 
that shows 
good 
awareness of 
the reader 

Editing & 

Improving 

Re-read 
what they 
have 
written to 
check that 
it makes 
sense 

Re-read to 
check for 
meaning 
and to 
ensure 
sentences 
make 
sense 

Assess writing 
against agreed 
success criteria 
and make 
improvements 

Evaluate and 
edit by 
assessing 
writing and 
suggesting 
improvement
s, including 
grammar and 
punctuation 

Evaluate and 
edit work 

 


