
 

Vocabulary, Grammar, and Punctuation Progression of Skills: Years 1-6 

Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Vocabulary 

Pupils 

should be 

taught to: 

Pupils should 

be taught to: 

Pupils should 

be taught to: 

Pupils should 

be taught to: 

Pupils should 

be taught to: 

Pupils should be 

taught to: 

 

Use common 
prefixes and 
suffixes (e.g., 
un-, -ed, -ing) 

Form expanded 
noun phrases 
for description 
and 
specification 
(e.g., the blue 
butterfly, plain 
flour, the man 
in the moon) 

Use precise and 
effective 
vocabulary to 
add detail and 
description 
(e.g., adjectives, 
adverbs, 
similes) 

Use a wider 
range of 
expanded noun 
phrases to add 
precision, 
detail, and 
clarity (e.g., the 
rapidly flowing 
river, the large, 
spotted dog) 

Use expanded 
noun phrases 
to convey 
complicated 
information 
concisely (e.g., 
the delicate 
lace of the 
woman’s shawl 
shimmered) 

Choose 
vocabulary 
carefully to 
enhance meaning, 
mood, and tone 
across a range of 
genres (e.g., 
formal letters, 
narratives, 
reports) 

 

Begin to use 
adjectives and 
verbs in 
sentences to 
add basic 
detail (e.g., 
happy dog, 
fast car) 

Use a wider 
range of 
adjectives to 
describe and 
specify (e.g., 
colourful 
flowers, shiny 
new toy) 

Understand and 
apply the use of 
a wider range 
of conjunctions 
(e.g., although, 
however, 
despite) to link 
ideas 

Use a variety of 
vocabulary, 
including 
adverbial 
phrases, to 
express ideas 
clearly (e.g., 
timidly, over the 
hill, in the dead 
of night) 

Use adverbs 
and modal 
verbs to 
indicate 
degrees of 
possibility 
(e.g., surely, 
probably, 
definitely) 

Use advanced 
vocabulary (e.g., 
precise verbs, 
adjectives, 
figurative 
language) to 
create particular 
effects (e.g., 
tension, 
excitement, 
sadness) 

 

Begin to use 
conjunctions 
such as 'and' 
to join ideas 

Use 
subordination 
(using when, if, 
that, or 
because) and 
coordination 
(using or, and, 
or but) to 
expand 
sentences 

Identify and use 
ambitious 
vocabulary 
where 
appropriate 
(e.g., using 
words like 
enormous 
instead of big) 

Continue to 
develop a 
growing 
vocabulary, 
using new 
words learned 
from reading 
and discussion 

Use relative 
clauses 
beginning with 
who, which, 
where, when, 
whose, that, or 
with an 
implied (i.e., 
omitted) 
relative 
pronoun 

Apply a wide-
ranging and rich 
vocabulary, 
including 
synonyms, 
antonyms, and 
figurative 
language, for 
specific purposes 
(e.g., metaphors, 
personification, 
irony) 

Grammar 
Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

 

Leave spaces 
between 
words 

Use the correct 
choice and 
consistent use 
of present 
tense and past 
tense 
throughout 
writing 

Use 
conjunctions, 
adverbs, and 
prepositions to 
express time, 
cause, and 
place (e.g., 
when, before, 
after, while, 
because, so, 
therefore, 

Use noun 
phrases 
expanded by 
modifying 
adjectives, 
nouns, and 
prepositional 
phrases (e.g., 
the teacher 
expanded to 
the strict maths 

Use the 
perfect form of 
verbs to mark 
relationships 
of time and 
cause (e.g., I 
had eaten 
when they 
arrived, I have 
finished the 
homework) 

Ensure correct 
and consistent 
use of tense 
across all pieces 
of writing, 
maintaining 
subject-verb 
agreement even 
when writing in 
more complex 
structures 



Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

under, by, 
during) 

teacher with 
curly hair) 

 

Combine 
words to 
make 
sentences 

Use the 
progressive 
form of verbs in 
the present and 
past tense to 
mark actions in 
progress (e.g., 
she is running, 
he was 
shouting) 

Express time, 
place, and 
cause using 
conjunctions 
(e.g., when, 
before, after), 
adverbs (e.g., 
then, next, 
soon), or 
prepositions 
(e.g., before, 
after, during, in) 

Use fronted 
adverbials (e.g., 
Later that day, 
he hurried 
home) and 
punctuate 
appropriately 
with commas 

Use passive 
verbs to affect 
the 
presentation 
of information 
in a sentence 
(e.g., The 
window was 
broken by the 
boy) 

Use the 
subjunctive form 
where 
appropriate (e.g., 
If I were you, I 
would...) to 
suggest 
possibilities or 
hypothetical 
scenarios 

 

Begin to use 
capital letters, 
full stops, and 
finger spaces 

Use 
subordination 
(using when, if, 
that, or 
because) and 
coordination 
(using or, and, 
or but) to join 
clauses 

Use the present 
perfect form of 
verbs instead of 
the simple past 
(e.g., He has 
gone out to 
play contrasted 
with He went 
out to play) 

Choose nouns 
or pronouns 
appropriately 
for clarity and 
to avoid 
repetition 

Convert nouns 
or adjectives 
into verbs 
using suffixes 
(e.g., -ate, -ise, 
-ify) 

Use passive voice 
to affect the 
presentation of 
information in a 
sentence (e.g., 
The road was 
blocked by the 
flood rather than 
The flood blocked 
the road) 

Punctuation 
Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 

 

Begin to 
punctuate 
sentences 
using capital 
letters and full 
stops 

Use capital 
letters, full 
stops, question 
marks, and 
exclamation 
marks to 
demarcate 
sentences 

Use inverted 
commas to 
punctuate 
direct speech 

Use commas 
after fronted 
adverbials 

Use brackets, 
dashes, or 
commas to 
indicate 
parenthesis 

Use hyphens to 
avoid ambiguity 
(e.g., man-eating 
shark versus man 
eating shark, or 
recover versus re-
cover) 

 

Use capital 
letters for 
names of 
people, 
places, the 
days of the 
week, and the 
personal 
pronoun ‘I’ 

 Use commas to 
separate items 
in a list 

Use commas to 
separate 
clauses in 
complex 
sentences 

Use inverted 
commas and 
other 
punctuation to 
indicate direct 
speech (e.g., a 
comma after 
the reporting 
clause, end 
punctuation 
within inverted 
commas) 

Use commas 
to clarify 
meaning or 
avoid 
ambiguity 

Use semi-colons, 
colons, or dashes 
to mark 
boundaries 
between 
independent 
clauses (e.g., It’s 
raining; I’m 
staying inside) 

 

Begin to use 
question 
marks and 
exclamation 
marks 

Use 
apostrophes to 
mark where 
letters are 
missing in 
spelling and to 
mark singular 

Begin to use 
paragraphs as a 
way to group 
related material 

Use 
apostrophes to 
mark plural 
possession (e.g., 
the girls’ 
names) 

Use semi-
colons, colons, 
or dashes to 
mark 
boundaries 
between 

Use a colon to 
introduce a list or 
to separate two 
independent 
clauses 



Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

possession in 
nouns (e.g., the 
girl’s name) 

independent 
clauses 

 

Use capital 
letters for 
names and for 
the personal 
pronoun ‘I’ 

Use commas to 
separate items 
in a list 

Use 
apostrophes 
correctly to 
show 
possession 
(e.g., James’s 
coat, the cats’ 
food) 

Punctuate 
speech 
accurately using 
inverted 
commas and 
other 
punctuation 
marks 

Use hyphens 
to avoid 
ambiguity and 
make meaning 
clear (e.g., 
man-eating 
shark versus 
man eating 
shark) 

Use colons, semi-
colons, and 
dashes 
consistently and 
accurately to 
enhance writing 

 

 


