HADRIAN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Miss A Gibson — Head Teacher

Addington Drive, Hadrian Park, Wallsend, NE28 9RT
Telephone: (0191) 9170900

Email: info@hadrianparkprimary.org.uk

Website: www.hadrianparkprimary.org.uk

Twitter: @Hadrian_Park

Dear Parents / Carers,

Proposals to Change PE Kit, bags and School Uniform Provider

I am writing to advise you that the school is consulting on important proposals to change our
school PE kit from September 2020.

Why do we have a school PE kit?

Our school uniform plays an important part in communicating our school ethos and
expectations. Wearing a uniform is a badge of pride. It helps build a sense of community
within and outside our school. It gives children a sense of belonging and creates an identity
for our school in the community. Wearing the school uniform correctly demonstrates
children's respect for their school and for others, and contributes towards good school
discipline. It also teaches children to take pride in their appearance.

Why the change?

Currently, there are significant inconsistencies in the PE kits that are worn and it is partly
due to a wide range of commercially available similar styles. Many of these are considered
‘fashionable’ and are not appropriate for school PE because the shorts are too short, or the
fit is too tight, or a designer label shows a disparity between those that can afford items,
and those that cannot. The continuum of styles means it is very difficult for staff, parents
and children to understand and agree what does, and does not meet school expectations at
this point.

The proposals under consultation can help create a distinctive identity from that of other
schools and help promote pride within the school. Introducing a change to the PE kit with
consistency fo the kits worn eliminates the potential conflict arising over suitability. This
allows teachers and children to concentrate on what is important - feaching and learning.
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What does the proposed PE Kit look like?

Girls Skort- Royal
blue, red and
yellow

£13

PE shorts- Royal
blue, red and white

£11.00

PE dry fit Polo with
logo- Royal blue, red
and white

£12.00

PE Hoodie with
logo-Royal blue,
red and white (not

compulsory)
£18.00

Jogging bottoms-
Royal blue no logo

£9.00

We have also been provided with some special prices for full kits -
Polo + Shorts + Hoodie + Joggers = £47.00
Polo + Skort + Hoodie + Joggers = £49.00

We have listened to quite a lot of feedback over the years and understand that not
everybody is happy with the quality of the materials and availability of the current PE
kit. Therefore, we've chosen a more durable and purposeful kit, which is of high
quality sustainable materials, that should last for longer than a year!

Alongside consideration on any proposed PE kit change, there must be consideration
made as to how any change is infroduced, for example, it is likely that changes will be
'phased’ in over time (1 year). It is essential that the school also looks at the
affordability of any change for parents. We have provided indicative prices for the
proposals outlined. The school has worked closely with the supplier 'Emblematic’ to
ensure best value is obtained. We are also proposing going forward that Emblematic
will supply ALL of our School uniform needs, where you will be able to buy uniform
directly from them or electronically as you currently do from Moette. Emblematic
also offer a stock collection at their Longbenton Shop, opposite Asda.

Don't panic though as we'll give you a full year (from September 2020 to July 2021) to
phase out the old kit just in case you've already purchased it. However, if you have not
purchased any P.E kit for September we would ask that you purchase the new kit.

We are so committed fo this that we are introducing a staff PE Kit also, which
matches the colours of the children's outdoor PE kit.
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The school bag

We have found that the bags children are choosing to bring into
school are cumbersome and are proving to be a daily Health and
Safety hazard, which in turn is creating a lot of unnecessary and
unproductive work for staff. Therefore, we are going to provide
school bags for every child from Reception to Year 6, from
September 2020 (unless they already own one from a trip this
year), with personalised initials sewn on underneath of the front
flap, which ensures that they are not visible. Any bags required there after they will
have to be purchased by yourselves, the current cost of the bag is £8.40 However,
due to the strength and durability of these bags, they should last children throughout
their school life at Hadrian Park.

Another reason for this, is that the school are hoping to install lockers for every child
to eliminate the ongoing Health and Safety hazards caused by the current storage of
their personal belongings e.g., coats/bags, and these bags fit perfectly into the
proposed lockers with room for coats to.

A book bag will still be available for those wanting to purchase them, but these will not
be provided by the school for children. We have however checked and book bags do
fit comfortably inside the School issued backpack. Samples of the PE kit and bag will
be available in the office in due course for you to view and try, we will keep you up to
date on their arrival.

We value constructive feedback on our proposals and consultation is open until 27
March 2020. Please email: info@hadrianparkprimary.org.uk - subject: PE Kit
consultation. The school will reflect on all consultation feedback received in the
decision making process so please take the fime to let us know if you are; for or
against the changes as this will influence our decision as to whether further
consultation would be required.

We are aware that there could be discussion on social media regarding these
proposals. Whilst the school acknowledges and encourages considered and reasonable
debate taking place, we would advise these changes are not to be discussed on the
schools social media platforms, as these will not be taken into consideration. We will
write to you again after the consultation closes, allowing sufficient fime fo reflect on
the feedback received.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kind Regards
Hadrian Park Governing Body
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