
Progression of speaking and listening skills based on the Universal Speaking documents 

Year 1 - Understand the need to listen to who is speaking.  
- Use simple language to express needs (e.g., asking for permission). 

Year 2  - Begin to adjust language for different audiences (friends vs. teachers).  
- Use more complex sentences and ask questions. 

Year 3 - Use tone and pitch to make storytelling engaging.  
- Start using formal language in familiar situations. 

Year 4 - Project voice effectively for clarity.  
- Vary pitch and tone to enhance communication.  
- Use gestures and body language. 

Year 5 - Develop performance presence, controlling voice and movement.  
- Use multiple tones of voice to fit context. 

Year 6 - Demonstrate nuanced use of body language to convey emotions.  
- Adapt language style and register for varied audiences. 

Year 

Group 
Speaking Skills Listening Skills 

Spoken Language Statements 

from National Curriculum 

Y1 
- Use simple sentences to 

express ideas 

- Listen to stories and follow 

instructions 

- Speak clearly and audibly with 

confidence. 

 - Take turns in conversations 
- Listen and respond to 

others appropriately 

- Use language to express feelings 

and ideas. 

 - Speak clearly and audibly 
- Identify main points from 

spoken texts 
 

Y2 
- Use more complex sentences 

and vocabulary 

- Listen for specific 

information in discussions 

- Speak confidently in a range of 

contexts. 

 
- Begin to express opinions 

and justify them 

- Follow multi-step 

instructions 

- Develop vocabulary and use it 

appropriately. 

 
- Participate in discussions, 

showing understanding 

- Retell stories, 

demonstrating understanding 
 

Y3 
- Use appropriate language for 

different audiences 

- Listen to and discuss a 

range of texts 

- Explain ideas and emotions 

clearly. 

 
- Present information clearly 

and logically 

- Make inferences based on 

what is heard 

- Use spoken language to develop 

understanding. 

 
- Engage in role play and 

improvisation 
- Summarise spoken texts  

Y4 
- Use persuasive language and 

rhetorical devices 

- Listen critically and 

evaluate spoken information 

- Contribute to conversations and 

discussions. 

 
- Participate in debates and 

structured discussions 

- Distinguish between fact 

and opinion 

- Develop the ability to articulate 

ideas effectively. 

 
- Adapt speech to formal and 

informal contexts 

- Respond thoughtfully to 

others 
 

Y5 
- Organise ideas coherently in 

presentations 

- Analyse the intent and 

content of spoken texts 

- Use a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures. 

 
- Use varied vocabulary and 

figurative language 

- Listen for nuances in tone 

and delivery 

- Listen actively and respond 

appropriately. 

 
- Lead discussions and 

provide constructive feedback 

- Reflect on and evaluate 

spoken contributions 
 

Y6 
- Develop skills in storytelling 

and narrative 

- Evaluate the effectiveness 

of different speakers 

- Use language to inform, explain, 

and persuade. 

 

- Engage in critical 

discussions and articulate 

views 

- Synthesize information 

from multiple sources 

- Demonstrate a high level of 

proficiency in spoken language. 

 
- Use body language and 

expression effectively 

- Listen actively, showing 

engagement and interest 
 



 


