
Reception Curriculum Overview 

BE BOLD, BE BRAVE, BE BRILLIANT! 
 

Romeo 

Resilience  

 

 

Charlie 

Communication 
 
 

Sophie 

Self-Awareness 
 

Elliott Excellence 

 
Parveen Positivity 

 
 
 

Eddie Empathy 

 
Tanisha Teamwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key 

Texts 

Our class is a family 

What I like 

Goldilocks and the 

three bears (2) 

Not a stick 

Leaf man 

Owl Babies (2) 

Funny Bones 

Moon 

How to Make Gingerbread 

Man (2) 

One Snowy Night 

Shark in the Snow 

Jolly Christmas Postman 

(2) 

The Little Green 

Dinosaur 

The Magic Paintbrush 

Aliens Love Underpants 

(2) 

How to Catch a Star 

Whatever Next 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

(2) 

Each Peach, Plum Pear 

The Little Red Hen (2) 

Old Mikamba Had a Farm 

Rain before Rainbows 

Supertato (2) 

Superworm 

Bee 

Argh Spider! 

The Gruffalo (2) 

We’re going on a bear 

hunt 

The Lion Inside 

The Coral Kingdom (2) 

Sharing a Shell 

Grandad’s Island 

The Lighthouse Keeper’s 

Lunch 

The Night Pirates 

Handa’s Surprise 

Key 

Rhymes/song 

2 Yr Old 

Nursery 

Reception 

Wind the bobbing up 

Rockabye baby 

Little old lady who 

swallowed a fly 

 

Incy Wincy Spider 

Twinkle Twinkle 

Little Star, Head 

Shoulders Knees and 

Toes 

1 potato, 2 potato 

Seven steps 

5 little peas 

Tongue Twisters 

Miss Polly had a dolly 

Little miss muffet 

Ugly Duckling  

 

Two Little Dickie Birds. 

Three Blind Mice, 

Five Currant Buns 

1, 2,3,4,5 once I caught a 

fish alive. 

5 speckled frogs 

 

I’m a little teapot  

Ring a ring a roses 

Goosey Goosey Gander  

 

Five Little Ducks 

Hot Cross Buns 

Old MacDonald 

Ten in the bed 

Ten green bottles  

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Diddle diddle dumpling 

Little Bo Pee who lost her 

shoe 

 

Five Little Speckled 

Frogs 

Grand Old Duke of York 

Hickory, Dickory, Dock 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom, We’re 

going to the moon 

5 little men 

Count to 100 

Humpty Dumpty 

Old mother hubbered 

Little Jack Horner sat on 

a corner 

Mary Mary quite contary 

 

 

The Wheels on the Bus 

One Man went to Mow 

Here is the Beehive 

The Big Number Song 

Raining its pouring 

Bobby Shafto  

London Bridge is falling 

down 

Mary had a little lamb 

 

The Goats Came Marching 

Jack and Jill 

Five Little Monkeys 

10 Fat Sausages 

Cojo missions 

Incy wincy – Romeo 

Resilience + 

If you’re happy and 

you know it – Charlie 

Communication  

Three Blind Mice – self 

awareness Sophie 

Twinkle twinkle – Elliott 

Excellence  

Humpty Dumpty – Parveen 

Positivity  

Jack and Jill – Eddie 

Empathy  

Row Row your Boat – 

Tanisha Teamwork 



 

Story 

Immersing 

 

Porridge Making 

Autumn hunt 

Fruit kebab  

Owl pellets  

Visit school kitchen  

Gingerbread Man Baking 

Diwali Day 

Letter to Santa  

Chinese Food Tasting 

Alien crash landing 

Dino footprints  

Growing Plants 

Chicks/ Incredible Eggs 

 

Beekeeper visit school 

Superhero themed day 

Woodlands bear hunt 

Evil pea take over! 

Make own packed lunch 

Treasure hunt 

 

Trips/visits 

Seven stories 

Introduction to 

woodlands. 

Visit the Rising Sun 

Falconry. 

Singing hymns in care 

home 

Walk to the post box to 

post a letter to Santa.  

Rising sun 

Walk to local 

hairdressers/doctors – 

careers week. 

Rising sun. 

Great North Museum 

Rising sun. 

 

Rising sun. 

Washington Wetland 

Centre 

Rising sun. 

Whitley Bay Beach 

Careers 

linked to text 

Chef 

Teacher 

Falconer 

Painter (artist) 

Baker  

Postman  

Park keeper 

Doctor  

Hairdresser  

Astronaut  

Archaeologist   

Gardner  

Farmer 

 

Shopkeeper  

Beekeeper  

 

Lighthouse keeper 

Sea captain  

Zoo keeper  

Lifeguard 

Community 

Links & 

Other 

Key Events 

Harvest Festival 

MacMillian Coffee 

Morning 

Show Racism Red 

 

Halloween 

Odd socks & Anti-Bullying  

Bonfire Night 

Remembrance Day 

Children In Need 

Diwali  

Nativity Performance 

King’s birthday 14th Nov 

 

Careers Week 

Internet Safety Day 

Lunar New Year 

Pancake day  

Valentine’s Day 

World Book Day 

Comic Relief 

Diversity Week 

STEM Week 

World Book Day 

Mother’s Day 

Healthy Living Week 

Arts Week 

Earth Day 22.4.24 

World Bee Day 20.5.24 

Graduation 

Sports day 

Friendship Week 

Transition Days 

International Day 

Father’s Day 

Healthy 

Living 

Hand washing 

Daily Mile 

Healthy Snacks 

Friendships 

 

Healthy food choices 

Daily Mile 

Food tasting 

Good oral health 

 

Personal Hygiene, how 

can germs spread 

Daily Mile 

 

Importance of exercise 

What our heart does 

Oral Hygiene 

Daily Mile 

 

Sun safety 

Daily Mile 

Hydration 

Sports Day 

Daily Mile 

 

Communicatio

n and 

Language 

 

 Settling into 

school routines 

and expectations. 

 Communicate 

effectively with 

peers and adults.  

 Discuss personal 

interests and 

prior experiences 

(Nursery). 

 Embed Rules and 

Routines. 

 Communicate in 

effectively in groups.  

 Retell stories through 

actions, play and 

conversations.  

 Retell familiar 

stories.  

  Extend vocabulary.  

 Ask questions and 

explore extended 

conversations.  

 

  Retell stories using 

illustrations as 

prompts. 

 Respond to open 

ended questions 

 Play with words and 

funny rhymes. 

 

  Retell familiar stories 

using small world 

figures, puppets and 

prompts. 

 Memorise rhymes and 

songs. 

 Participate in 

conversation, asking 

and responding to 

questions.  

 Create own narratives 

using small world, 

figures or puppets in 

role play. 

 Use extensive 

language.  

 Participate in 

extended group 

conversations.  

Personal, 

Social and 

 Explain school 

golden rules. 

 Demonstrate self-

help skills.  

 Make healthy choices. 

 Work with peers to 

solve problems. 

 Describe emotions 

and feelings.  

 Explain what a good 

friend is. 

 Adapt behaviours 

appropriately. 



Emotion 

Development 

 Model safe and 

appropriate 

behaviour 

 Build close 

relationships 

with peers.   

 Build respectful 

relationships. 

 Talk about healthy 

choices.  

 Respect others and 

their belongings.  

 Follow personal 

interests. 

 

 Similarities and 

differences between 

one another. 

 Show awareness of 

personal hygiene and 

oral health. 

 Care and respect 

others.  

 Importance of good 

oral health. 

 Make healthy food 

choices. 

 Discuss prior 

experiences. 

 Express personal 

feelings. 

 Express likes and 

dislikes.  

Physical 

Development 

 

 

 

 Show increasing 

control when 

balancing, 

jumping, hopping, 

running.  

 Correctly and 

safely hold 

scissors and cut. 

 Move safely in a 

large space. 

 Travel in different 

ways with control and 

coordination. 

 Use various 

construction 

materials. 

 Begin to demonstrate 

correct pencil grip 

and form some 

letters correctly.  

 

 

 Experiment with 

different movement 

styles.  

 Use various 

methods when 

constructing 

including clicking, 

twisting. 

 Demonstrate 

increasing control 

when forming 

letters. 

 Negotiate space 

confidently and 

change direction 

quickly.  

 Show confidence and 

control when using 

sporting equipment 

(balls, bats, bean 

bags, quoits etc). 

 Use scissors to cut 

patterns and shapes.   

 Apply different 

movement styles 

confidently when 

playing sports or 

games. 

 Write words and 

sentences with most 

letters formed 

correctly. 

 Use kitchen utensils 

safely and in a 

controlled manor.    

 Demonstrate 

confident fine and 

gross motor skills 

when using tools: clay 

tools, scissors, paint 

brushes, gardening 

tools, rollers,  

 Dismantle and build 

using tools.  

 Show accuracy when 

kicking, rolling and 

throwing a ball. 

Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Perform simple 

action rhymes. 

 Recognise and 

name set 1 

sounds in RWI. 

 Begin to form 

letters 

correctly.  

 Begin to mark 

make.  

 Demonstrate a love 

for stories and 

participate in books. 

 Memorise and 

perform rhymes.  

 Read and begin to 

apply set 1 RWI 

sounds.  

 Read CVC words.  

 Write labels, lists 

and captions.  

 Recall familiar 

stories.  

 Continue to learn 

and apply more set 1 

RWI sounds.  

 Read simple 

captions and 

sentences 

phonetically.  

 Read words 

including digraphs.  

 Begin to understand 

story structure.  

 Recall stories of 

interest.  

 React stories using 

prompts. 

 Predict story endings. 

 Read high frequency 

words by sight.  

 Write simple 

sentences using 

phonological 

knowledge.  

 Read words including 

those with digraphs.  

 Ask questions about 

stories.  

 Retell their own 

stories and discuss 

story characters.  

 Use story language. 

 Read high frequency 

words. 

 Decode and read 

words including 

digraphs.  

 Write simple 

sentences with 

capital letters and 

full stops.  

 Form mostly all 

letters correctly.  

 Name and describe 

story characters.  

 Discuss story 

dilemmas. 

 Use rhyming words. 

 Read all high 

frequency words. 

 Read and write words 

with digraphs 

independently.  

 Read and write simple 

sentences. 

Maths 

 Count objects, 

actions within 5.  

 Understand 

number 

composition to 5.  

 Count forwards 

confidently up to 10.  

 Count backwards to 

5.  

 Compare length, 

height, mass and 

capacity. 

 Understand how 

numbers can be 

 Demonstrate number 

composition to 10.  

 Identify number 

bonds to 10.  

 Count confidently up 

to 20. 

 Order and sequence 

numbers.  

 Count up to 100.  

 Recognise and order 

numbers to 20.  

 Identify odd and 

even numbers.  



 Use language of 

length and 

height.  

 Use ordinal 

language 

including now, 

next, after, 

before. 

 Understand number 

composition to 5. 

 Begin to subitise 

numbers.  

 Use positional 

language 

 Identify and name 2D 

shapes.  

partitioned e.g. 

3+2=5.  

 Design with 2D 

shapes and identify 

shape properties. 

 Explore number 

bond facts to 10.  

 Compare lengths and 

heights of objects.  

 Identify 3D shapes 

and distinguish 

between 2D and 3D. 

 Recreate and 

continue patterns.  

 Demonstrate 

accurate counting to 

10 and beyond.  

 Compose, add, 

subtract, subitise and 

count numbers.  

 Begin to recall odd 

and even numbers.  

 Share and group 

quantities. 

 Begin to identify 3D 

shape properties.  

 Measure mass and 

capacity. 

 Add and subtract 

practically.  

 Record numbers in 

order.  

 Compare 2D and 3D 

shapes.  

 Measure length, 

height, mass & 

capacity.  

 Identify when a set can be subitised 

and when counting is needed.  

 Subitise different arrangements, both 

unstructured and structured including 

using the Hungarian number frame.  

 Make different arrangements of 

numbers within 5 and talk about what 

they can see, to develop their 

conceptual subitising skills.  

 Spot smaller numbers ‘hiding’ inside 

larger numbers 

 connect quantities and numbers to 

finger patterns and explore different 

ways of representing numbers on their 

fingers 

 

 Hear and join in with the counting 

sequence, and connect this to the 

‘staircase’ pattern of the counting 

numbers, seeing that each number is 

made of one more than the previous 

number  

 

 Develop counting skills and knowledge, 

including: that the last number in the 

count tells us ‘how many’ (cardinality); 

to be accurate in counting, each thing 

must be counted once and once only 

and in any order; the need for 1:1 

correspondence; understanding that 

  Continue to develop their subitising skills for 

numbers within and beyond 5, and increasingly 

connect quantities to numerals. 

 Begin to identify missing parts for numbers 

within 5. 

 Explore the structure of the numbers 6 and 7 as 

‘5 and a bit’ and connect this to finger patterns 

and the Hungarian number frame,  

 Focus on equal and unequal groups when 

comparing numbers 

 Continue to develop their counting skills counting 

larger sets as well as counting actions and sounds. 

 Explore a range of representations of numbers, 

including the 10 frame and see how doubles can be 

arranged in an 10 frame 

 Compare quantities and numbers including sets of 

objects which have different attributes 

 Continue to develop a sense of magnitude e.g. 

knowing that 8 is quite a lot more than 2, but 4 is 

only a little bit more of 2. 



anything can be counted, including 

actions and sounds compare sets of 

objects by matching  begin to develop 

the language of ‘whole’ when talking. 

 

Understanding 

the World 

 

 

 
 

 Understand the 

process of growing 

up, babies – 

children.  

 What does harvest 

mean. 

 What happens in 

autumn? 

 Name places in the 

local area.  

 Discuss things 

which happen in 

the past.  

 

 

 

 Discuss trees and 

woodland plants. 

 Autumn & winter 

seasonal changes. 

 Discuss what a 

plant needs to 

grow. 

 Explore special 

buildings in our 

community.  

 Different 

celebrations 

including 

Christmas.  

 Compare difference 

between autumn, 

winter and spring.  

 Name and celebrate 

different events e.g. 

Chinese New Year,  

 Compare different 

environments and 

habitats. 

 Name specific 

special buildings and 

their purpose.  

 Discuss the 

importance of 

different religious 

celebrations.  

 Explore maps and 

identify places in our 

local area.  

 Identify similarities 

between peers and 

babies.  

 Understand the 

process of plant 

growth.  

 Observe weather 

changes and changes 

in spring.  

 Draw a simple map 

including local areas.  

 Discuss the 

similarities and 

differences between 

life in this country 

and life in other 

countries. 

 Describe changes to 

woodland plants in 

spring. 

 Describe how to grow 

and care for seeds.  

 

 Discuss and identify 

local areas on a map. 

 Discuss physical 

features on a map. 

 Understand what 

recycling is. 

 Recall a significant 

person.  

 Explain jobs in our 

community.   

 Explain how things 

are special in 

different religions. 

Identify physical 

features of an area 

e.g. beaches.  

Expressive 

Arts & Design 

 

 

 

 Explore different 

materials to create 

pictures of 

interest. 

 Begin to explore 

with musical 

instruments and 

body percussion. 

 Memorise and join 

in with simple 

songs including 

actions.  

 Explore different 

construction 

materials. 

 Explore with colour 

mixing. 

 Use resources to 

make patterns.  

 Create short 

narratives in play 

with small world 

props. 

 Perform short 

repetitive songs.  

 Make a beat using 

body percussion or 

musical 

instruments.  

 Create new colours 

by mixing.  

 Use different 

materials to create. 

 Use colour and 

shapes effectively.  

 Retell stories 

through role play and 

small world.  

 Begin to show an 

awareness of 

rhythmic patterns.  

 Create mixed media 

artwork. 

 Use a range of tools 

safely and 

effectively.  

 Use different media 

imaginatively. 

 Retell stories 

confidently with 

dialogue, role play/ 

small world.  

 Join in with songs 

incorporating musical 

instruments or 

dancing or both.  

 Create media based 

on observations 

including painting, 

drawing, and collage. 

 Begin to describe 

design choices. 

 Create sculptures 

using different 

media.  

 Move rhythmically 

using hands and feet.  

 

 Join materials for an 

effect and purpose. 

 Use tools to create 

finer details.  

 Make observational 

drawings. 

 Memorise a short 

sequenced dance.  

 Join in with music 

using body percussion 

and musical 

instruments.  

 


