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Quick Summary 
This half term our learning journey will be based around celebrations. We will explore special celebrations that have happened in our own lives such as birthdays and 

family events as well as significant events such as bonfire night and Christmas. We will also explore celebrations from other cultures and religions such as  

 

Prior learning  
 The children have explored Autumn changes. 

 Children are familiar with themselves and their families.  

 Children are aware of similarities and differences between individuals.  

 The children have been exposed to the process of Talk 4 Writing, including retelling, 

acting and drawing a Traditional Tale story.  

 We have explored seasonal changes in Autumn and experimented with using natural 

materials.  

Key Vocabulary 

 Winter 

 Nocturnal 

 Remembrance 

 Skeleton 

 Bonfire 

 Halloween 

 Excellence 

Week One Week Two Week Three Week Four Week Five Week Six Week Seven Week 

Eight  

 
 

            

This week our 

learning will be 

focused on 

Halloween using the 

story Spooky, 

Spooky Spooky by 

Cathy MacLennan. 

Children will learn 

about Halloween and 

take part in craft, 

exploration and 

imagination activities 

using Halloween and 

autumn materials.  

We will continue the 

theme of Halloween 

and read 

Funnybones. Children 

will explore a 

skeleton and discuss 

simple body 

structure and how 

the body is made up. 

We will also talk 

about bonfire night 

and introduce Guy 

Fawkes as a 

significant individual. 

What is 

Remembrance Day? 

This week we read 

One Snowy Night and 

explore the term 

Winter and the 

seasonal changes in 

Winter. We will look at 

the animals in the 

story and discuss 

different animal 

habitats and the 

meaning of nocturnal 

animals.  

World Nursery Rhyme 

week,  

This week our 

learning will continue 

on from last week's 

learning, exploring 

seasonal changes and 

compared the 

similarities and 

differences between 

autumn and winter. 

Children will also 

explore opportunities 

to learn about space 

through the use of a 

telescope.   

Over the fortnight, we will focus our 

learning on a traditional tale, The 

Gingerbread Man. Children will learn 

to recite repeated vocabulary and 

phrases from the story, act it out 

and sequence simple story pictures. 

Children will be engrossed in 

activities across provision linking to 

The Gingerbread Man. Children will 

also take part in Talk 4 Writing 

sessions, retelling and innovating the 

story.  

Within two weeks our learning 

will be shaped around Christmas, 

children will learn the role of a 

postal worker and the purpose 

behind writing letters and 

postcards. Children will write 

their own letters for Santa. We 

will explore characters from the 

story and provide role play 

opportunities for posting.  
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Communication and Language 

 

 Join in with more complex rhymes  

 Understand and follow the rules for conversational  

turn taking in small and larger groups. 

 Ask “Tell me more” to extend responses.  

 Formulate and respond to” Why?” and “How?” questions. 

 Follow two step instructions. 

 Recall and define specialist vocabulary for the half term 

(Christmas, Diwali, advent, bonfire night, Remembrance Day, 

thanksgiving). 

 

Physical Development  
 

 Grasp and use a wider range of structures in  

books and use these to aid participation.  

 Look for cues in illustrations. 

 Memorise and perform more complex action rhymes and 

nursery rhymes. 

 To recognise and name most of Set 1 RWI sounds  

 Write CVC words using sounds taught so far. 

 Begin to break speech into words when writing. 

 Begin to write labels, lists and captions. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Understand and explain our School’s Golden 

 Rules. 

 Articulate and demonstrate teeth cleaning. 

 Articulate and demonstrate hand washing and food 

preparation. 

 Identify healthy ingredients in healthy snacks. 

 Work in pairs to succeed in a challenge. 

 Perform confidently to an audience in a simple adult 

structured presentation. 

 Use a range of adjectives to describe feelings of friends and 

characters in books and films. 
 

Commando Joe’s  

Elliott Excellence 

 
  

 

 

 

 

I will do 

my best! 
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Literacy 

 

 Develop book-like vocabulary and language 

structures through hearing patterned texts. 

 Participate in, memorise and perform simple 

action rhyme (T4W) 

 Begin to recognise and name set 1 sounds in RWI. 

 Begin to form recognisable letters correctly. 

 Use marks or some letters for meaning. 

 Practise name recognition and writing. 

 

Maths 

 

 Count forwards and backwards to 10, naming the number 

 before and after a given number. 

 Number composition and representing to 5. Subitising 

 Recognise 2D shapes (circles, triangles, squares and 

rectangles) 

 Positional language. 

 Qualitative comparison of mass and capacity. 

 Make AB transient linear pattern 

 Narrate the pattern of a day using morning, lunchtime, 

afternoon, evening, bedtime, daytime, night-time 
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Understanding the world 

 

 Understand and describe celebrations traditions that occur 

at this time of the year- Halloween, Bonfire Night, 

Remembrance day. 

 Describe family Christmas traditions and the traditional 

Christmas story.  

 Describe and explain changes of state with chocolate 

(advent)  

 Name some special buildings in our community and explain 

their function through role play and small world re-

enactment (Church) 

Expressive Arts and Design   

 Use pastels and paints to predict and create different 

effects. 

 Locate and reproduce geometric patterns in the urban 

environment. 

 Generate short narratives about the environment using small 

world props. 

 Mark the beat and imitate rhythms with tapping and striking 

instruments. 

 Perform a small repertoire of short repetitive songs. 

 Know further action songs and story ring games by heart. 
 


