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Quick Summary 

In our first half term we will explore what is special to us. We will talk about who is special to us, places that are special and past events that have been 

special to us. We will also look at our past by sharing photographs of us when we were babies and talking about all of the things we can do now that we 

couldn’t do then. We will explore different family makeups and similarities and differences between ourselves and our peers. We will be exposed to a 

range of vocabulary when talking about what we think is special and use the new words we learn to talk about our ideas and opinions. 

Prior learning 

 Children who attended our Nursery have already completed the ‘I wonder what 

is special’ topic last year and so this year’s learning will built upon it.  

 Children have been exposed to the Commando Joe characters in Nursery and 

so will be deepening their understanding this half term.  
 

Key Vocabulary 

 Special 

 Precious  

 Favourite 

 Family 

 Resilience  

 Friendship 

 Teamwork 

Week One Week Two Week Three Week Four Week Five Week Six Week Seven 

        
           

      

 
In our first week of 

Reception we will 

mainly focus on 

settling in and building 

relationships with 

each other. The story 

‘Our Class is a Family’ 

talks about how we 

spend most of our 

time at school and 

therefore our peers 

and class adults 

become like family.  

This book is all 

about similarities 

and differences 

between friends 

and working as a 

team. Once we 

have read it the 

children will 

participate in lots 

of discussions 

around being a 

good friend and 

how we can work as 

a team to make 

jobs easier for us. 

We will then move on to 

talking about our own 

families. We will 

explore different 

family makeups and 

explore similarities and 

differences between 

ourselves and our peers. 

This book explains that 

all families are special 

and will provide 

opportunities for us to 

explain what is special 

to them and why,  

To explore what and 

why questions about 

growing up we will use 

this book to talk about 

how we change from a 

baby to a child and 

the processes along 

the way. We will 

compare fiction and 

non-fiction texts using 

this book alongside 

past, present and 

future moments in 

life.  

In week 5 we will introduce the traditional 

tale Goldilocks and The Three Bears. We will 

explore different versions of the story and 

then learn and become familiar with the 

sequence of it.  

 

Once we are familiar with the story we will 

begin to learn it in the Talk For Writing style. 

This involves learning actions from a story 

map to allow us to retell the story. We will 

then innovate the story which is where we 

change certain aspects of it to make our own 

versions.  

This week we will 

explore Autumn 

changes using the 

story Leaf Man. We 

will go on an Autumn 

walk on the big field 

and observe Autumn 

and collect some 

Autumn treasure. We 

will also learn about 

fruits and vegetables 

that are harvest 

around this time.  
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Communication and Language 

 

 Follow adult cues to listen carefully in a range of  

     situations.  

 Participation in predictable texts.  

 Recall a range of simple nursery rhymes. 

 Ask a range of questions linked to a theme. 

 Learn some new vocabulary relating to our topic and use it in 

the correct context. 

 

Physical Development  
 

 Stack, align and balance blocks of different shapes and  

sizes  

 Use our fine motor skills to thread beads onto string. 

 Follow along to some action songs by joining in or keeping up with a 

pattern. 

 Use squashing techniques including rolling pins to achieve desired 

effects. 

 Move safely in a large space, negotiating obstacles. 

 Begin to hold a pencil using an effective grip. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 Learn the Golden Rules and daily routine.  

 Help new children by directing them towards activities 

      and resources and solving simple practical tasks for them.  

 Initiate simple plans to resolve conflict such as offering to go 

second or passing over a resource. 

 Work in small groups to solve problems as a team. 

 Participate in role play opportunities  

 To show an understanding of different feelings and emotions. 

 Talk about why it’s important to brush our teeth twice a day. 

 

Commando Joe’s  

Romeo Resilience  

 
  

 

 

 

 Explain what resilience means. 

 Talk about a time when we demonstrate resilience. 

 Demonstrate resilience when tackling new challenges. 

 Encourage peers to keep on trying, even when it gets tough. 

I won’t 

give up! 
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Literacy 

 

 Develop book-like vocabulary and language 

structures through hearing patterned texts. 

 Participate in, memorise and perform simple 

action rhyme (T4W) 

 Begin to recognise and name set 1 sounds in RWI. 

 Begin to form recognisable letters correctly. 

 Use marks or some letters for meaning. 

 Practise name recognition and writing. 

 

Maths 

 

 Count forwards and to 10. 

 Count sets of objects or actions to 10, knowing that the final 

number is the total amount. 

 Make sets and explain the rules. 

 Recognise the odd one out in a set. 

 Use language more, less, fewer to compare sets of objects.  

 Compare lengths and heights of a range of objects. 

 Complete AB visual patterns. 

 Narrate the pattern of the school day using now, next, after 

playtime, after lunch, before home time etc. 

Understanding the world 

 

 Describe and represent the home, naming rooms and parts of 

the building. 

 Talk about our own families and compare them to other family 

makeups. 

 Know that children were babies in the past and adults were 

children in the past. 

 Know that adults can remember things from the past. 

 Describe changes to trees and woodland plants in autumn. 

 Name plants that may be harvest in autumn.  
 

 

Expressive Arts and Design   

 

 Create new colours by mixing primary colours. 

 Stack, align and balance with bricks and blocks on a range of 

scales. 

 Draw pictures of family members, paying attention to details.  

 Explore the role play area and act out life events.  

 Mark the pulse of pieces of music using body percussion. 

 Join in with a range of simple actions songs and Nursery 

rhymes. 


