
      Reading Progression of Skills: Years 1-6 

Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Reading: 

Word 

Reading 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

 Apply phonic 
knowledge and 
skills as the 
route to 
decode words 

Continue to 
apply 
phonic 
knowledge 
and skills as 
the route to 
decode 
words until 
automatic 
decoding 
has become 
embedded 
and reading 
is fluent 

 Apply 
knowledge 
of root 
words, 
prefixes, 
and suffixes 
to read new 
words 
aloud 

Read further 
exception 
words, noting 
the unusual 
corresponden
ces between 
spelling and 
sound 

Use 
knowledge 
of 
morphology 
and 
etymology 
in spelling 
and reading 

Apply 
knowledge of 
root words, 
prefixes, 
suffixes, and 
etymology to 
read and 
understand 
unfamiliar 
words 

 Respond 
speedily with 
the correct 
sound to 
graphemes 
(letters or 
groups of 
letters) for all 
40+ 
phonemes, 
including, 
where 
applicable, 
alternative 
sounds for 
graphemes 

Read 
accurately 
by blending 
the sounds 
in words 
that contain 
the 
graphemes 
taught so 
far, 
especially 
recognising 
alternative 
sounds for 
graphemes 

Use 
dictionaries 
to check 
the 
meaning of 
words they 
have read 

 Use their 
growing 
knowledge of 
root words, 
prefixes, and 
suffixes to 
read aloud 
and 
understand 
the meaning 
of new words 

Use 
advanced 
root words, 
prefixes, 
suffixes, 
and other 
word-
building 
techniques 
to read and 
understand 
unfamiliar 
vocabulary 

Read and 
understand 
complex 
vocabulary, 
using 
etymological 
knowledge 
where 
necessary 

 

Read 
accurately by 
blending 
sounds in 
unfamiliar 
words 
containing 
GPCs 
(Grapheme-
Phoneme 
Corresponden

Read 
accurately 
words of 
two or 
more 
syllables 
that contain 
the same 
graphemes 
as above 

Apply 
knowledge 
of word 
families to 
decode 
unfamiliar 
words 

Apply a 
growing 
understandin
g of different 
spelling and 
pronunciation 
patterns 

Use a wide 
range of 
vocabulary 
building 
techniques, 
including 
recognising 
and 
decoding 
complex 
words with 

Decode and 
understand 
increasingly 
complex 
texts using 
knowledge of 
both root 
words and 
grammar 
structures 



Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

ces) that have 
been taught 

silent 
letters 

 

Read common 
exception 
words, noting 
unusual 
correspondenc
es between 
spelling and 
sound and 
where these 
occur in the 
word 

Read most 
words 
quickly and 
accurately, 
without 
overt 
sounding 
and 
blending, 
when they 
have been 
frequently 
encountere
d 

Read a 
wider range 
of words, 
including 
those 
containing 
common 
prefixes 
and 
suffixes, 
with 
fluency 

Read aloud 
with fluency 
and 
expression, 
making links 
between 
reading and 
speaking skills 

Fluently 
read words 
containing 
more 
complex 
and rare 
spelling 
patterns 

Read aloud a 
range of age-
appropriate 
texts fluently, 
using correct 
intonation 
and 
expression 

 

Read words 
containing 
taught GPCs 
and –s, –es, –
ing, –ed, –er 
and –est 
endings 

Read words 
with 
common 
suffixes 
such as –
ment, –
ness, –ful, –
less, –ly 

 Read 
words 
containing 
familiar 
roots and 
affixes 

Use 
knowledge of 
morphology 
and 
etymology to 
understand 
more complex 
words 

Develop 
fluency in 
reading 
increasingly 
challenging 
texts with 
unfamiliar 
vocabulary 

Apply a high 
level of 
decoding 
skills to read 
and interpret 
texts across a 
range of 
subjects and 
genres 

 

Read other 
words of more 
than one 
syllable that 
contain taught 
GPCs 

Read words 
of more 
than one 
syllable that 
contain 
known 
GPCs 

Continue to 
build 
fluency in 
reading 
multisyllabi
c words 

Read more 
challenging 
multisyllabic 
words with 
greater 
fluency and 
understandin
g 

Confidently 
read 
unfamiliar 
multisyllabi
c words by 
applying 
morphologi
cal 
strategies 

 Read 
complex 
multisyllabic 
words and 
phrases, 
applying 
knowledge of 
etymology 
and 
morphology 
to interpret 
meaning 
accurately 

 

Read words 
with 
contractions 
(e.g., I’m, I’ll, 
we’ll), 
understanding 
that the 
apostrophe 
represents the 

Read words 
with 
contraction
s and 
possessive 
apostrophe
s, 
understandi
ng their 
correct use 

 Apply 
consistent 
knowledge 
of 
contraction
s, 
possessive 
apostrophe
s, and 
plurals 

Consistently 
apply 
understandin
g of more 
complex 
contractions 
and 
possessive 
apostrophes 

Continue to 
apply 
knowledge 
of 
contraction 
forms and 
possessive 
structures 
in 
increasingly 

Read and 
interpret 
increasingly 
advanced 
contractions 
and 
possessive 
forms across 
a range of 
texts 



Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

omitted 
letter(s) 

when 
reading 

complex 
texts 

 

Read aloud 
accurately 
books that are 
consistent with 
their 
developing 
phonic 
knowledge and 
that do not 
require them 
to use other 
strategies to 
work out 
words 

 Read aloud 
books 
closely 
matched to 
their 
improving 
phonic 
knowledge, 
sounding 
out 
unfamiliar 
words 
accurately, 
automatical
ly, and 
without 
undue 
hesitation 

 Read aloud 
and silently 
with 
growing 
fluency and 
confidence 

Develop 
fluency in 
reading aloud 
with 
expression 
and 
appropriate 
pace 

Use a range 
of reading 
techniques 
(e.g., 
skimming, 
scanning, 
detailed 
reading) to 
aid 
understandi
ng of 
unfamiliar 
texts 

Confidently 
read aloud 
challenging 
and complex 
texts with 
expression 
and 
comprehensi
on, adapting 
pace for 
meaning 

 

Re-read these 
books to build 
up their 
fluency and 
confidence in 
word reading 

Re-read 
these books 
to build up 
their 
fluency and 
confidence 
in word 
reading 

Continue to 
re-read to 
build 
fluency in 
reading 
more 
complex 
texts 

 Read widely 
and 
frequently 
outside of 
class to 
develop 
fluency and 
comprehensio
n 

Develop a 
broad 
reading 
habit by 
reading 
widely and 
frequently, 
developing 
fluency in 
both fiction 
and non-
fiction 

Read widely, 
developing 
speed and 
accuracy 
across a 
range of 
genres, 
styles, and 
subjects 

Reading: 

Comprehens

ion 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

Pupils 
should be 
taught to: 

Pupils should 
be taught to: 

 

Develop 
pleasure in 
reading, 
motivation to 
read, 
vocabulary and 
understanding 
by: 

Continue to 
develop 
pleasure in 
reading, 
motivation 
to read, 
vocabulary 
and 
understandi
ng by: 

Develop 
positive 
attitudes to 
reading and 
understandi
ng of what 
they read 
by: 

Continue to 
develop 
positive 
attitudes to 
reading and 
understandin
g of what they 
read by: 

Maintain 
positive 
attitudes to 
reading and 
understandi
ng of what 
they read 
by: 

 Maintain a 
love of 
reading and 
comprehensi
on skills 
across a wide 
range of 
subjects and 
genres by: 

 Listening to 
and discussing 
a wide range 

Listening 
to, 
discussing 

Reading 
books that 
are 

Reading a 
wide range of 
fiction and 

Reading a 
range of 
texts for 

Reading a 
broad range 
of genres, 



Area Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

of poems, 
stories and 
non-fiction at a 
level beyond 
that at which 
they can read 
independently 

and 
expressing 
views about 
a wide 
range of 
contempor
ary and 
classic 
poetry, 
stories, and 
non-fiction 

structured 
in different 
ways and 
reading for 
a range of 
purposes 

non-fiction, 
including 
books with 
challenging 
themes 

different 
purposes, 
including 
fiction, non-
fiction, 
poetry, 
plays, 
myths, and 
legends 

including 
more 
sophisticated 
texts with 
multiple 
layers of 
meaning 

 

Being 
encouraged to 
link what they 
read or hear 
read to their 
own 
experiences 

Becoming 
increasingly 
familiar 
with and 
retelling a 
wider range 
of stories, 
fairy 
stories, and 
traditional 
tales 

Using 
dictionaries 
to check 
the 
meaning of 
words that 
they have 
read 

Using 
dictionaries 
and 
thesauruses 
to check the 
meaning and 
synonyms of 
words they 
have read 

Continuing 
to build 
vocabulary 
by 
researching 
and 
understandi
ng 
unfamiliar 
words in 
context 

Expanding 
knowledge of 
vocabulary 
through a 
wide range 
of texts, 
dictionaries, 
thesauruses, 
and other 
reference 
materials 

 

Discussing 
word 
meanings, 
linking new 
meanings to 
those already 
known 

Discussing 
their 
favourite 
words and 
phrases 
from texts 

Identifying 
themes and 
convention
s in a wide 
range of 
books 

Identifying 
and discussing 
themes, 
motifs, and 
character 
development 
across 
different 
genres 

Identifying 
and 
understandi
ng 
figurative 
language, 
metaphor, 
and other 
literary 
devices 
used 

 

 

 

 

 

 


