
 
 

 

 

16th July 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Carers  

 

Read Write Inc (RWI) Phonics- Next Academic year 2019-2020 

 
We all know that reading opens the door to all learning. 

A child who reads a lot will become a good reader. 

A good reader will be able to read challenging material. 

A child who reads challenging material is a child who will learn. 

The more a child learns the more a child wants to find out. 

It is, therefore, vital that your child finds learning to read and write a rewarding and 

successful experience. 

 

From September, we will be introducing a new phonics scheme for children in our 

school. This programme is a structured phonics based programme, Read Write Inc, 

helps children learn to read whilst also developing a wide range of vocabulary and 

encouraging a love of stories. It was developed by Ruth Miskin.  

 

Who is Read Write Inc. for?  

The Read Write Inc. programme is for primary school children learning to read. 

Children will begin the programme in Reception and will remain on the programme until 

they have reached an applicable expected level of development.  

 

How will Read Write Inc. work?  

Children in Reception will be taught a sound a day and will be assessed regularly by 

their class adults. When they have reached an appropriate level they will be grouped 

according to their phonetical reading level, and will be taught for up to 30 minutes 

outside of the Literacy lesson, when they will start reading and writing alongside 

learning the new sounds. All children who are working at or below a National Curriculum 

level will be assessed regularly by an appropriate adult, who will be mentored by a Read 

Write Inc Leader. The children will complete reading and writing activities for 30 

minutes each day, grouped according to their level. Children will be grouped according 

to their stage, not their age, so classes will be mixed and taught by different teachers 

and adults. A few children who need extra support to maintain progress will work with 

a teaching assistant for an extra 10 minutes a day.  
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Why does it work?  

 The systematic and lively programme is organised by an in-school Leader (Miss 

Martin)  

 All staff (Teachers and Teaching Assistants) are trained together by one of the 

RWI trainers who has taught and managed the programme. Our training is the 

first week back in September (Thursday 5th-Friday 6th)  

 The children take part in a 30 minute phonics session, grouped according to 

their reading/phonetic level (stage not age).  

 Children do not struggle because the work is too difficult or get bored because 

the work is too easy, as it is approximately matched to their level.  

 Children who need extra support to maintain progress will work with an adult for 

10 minutes in the afternoons to ensure that they catch-up 

accordingly.  

What does the RWI teaching process look like?  

Children are first taught the pure ‘set 1 sounds’ so that they will be 

able to blend the sounds in words more easily. In School we call this 

‘Fred Talk’. We do not use letter names at this stage; we simply 

focus on the sounds that are used to sound out words. At this 

stage, the children are not only taught the ‘sound’ the letter makes, but also how to 

form the letter, using a rhyme and picture prompt. Children will then move onto 

learning Set 2 and 3.  

 

How can I help my child at home?  

 Establish a routine to include reading regularly throughout the day and the 

week.  

 Have fun with the Fred Talk at home e.g. where is your c-oa-t? Time for b-e-d!  

 Encourage your child to “Fred Talk” or sound out any unfamiliar words  

 There are 2 types of word categories e.g. Green words which can be sounded 

out using sound buttons - and red words which can’t be sounded out and must be 

learnt by rote. Recognise “red words” together- “Remember you can’t Fred a 

red!”  

 Comment on your child’s Home School Journal to keep a dialogue going with the 

class teacher  

 Read as many stories to your child as you can. Traditional tales, stories from 

other cultures, poetry, their favourite story - talk about the stories with them  

 Explain the meaning of new words.  

 Most importantly show the fun that can be gained by listening to stories!  

 

Read Write Inc. in action at Hadrian Park -  

In September we are planning a few parent drop-in sessions and videos so that parents 

can see Read Write Inc in action. Information regarding such events will be sent out 

early into the new academic year.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

If you would like any immediate further information please see the following websites, 

they provide more information and support as necessary:  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8&safe=active - which is a Read Write 

Inc. Phonemes Pronunciation Guide  

 

http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/teacher-support/index.html?term=phonics - 

includes lots of videos about how phonics is taught.  

 

We are delighted to be starting on our journey with Read Write Inc. Please do not 

hesitate to ask if you have any further questions.  

 

Yours sincerely  

Miss J Martin - Deputy Head Teacher  
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