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Quick Summary 

As the dark nights draw in and the run up to Winter celebrations get closer, the children will be invited to use their senses to investigate light and dark. The 

children will also learn about the changing season and observe the differences in their immediate environment. We will be exploring some new and familiar 

stories, containing intriguing characters, which will challenge us to talk about our fears.  The children will use their imagination to visit worlds of fantasy and 

retelling our story of the week in their own way will form a big part of this exciting half term.  Above all we will be embracing the season through celebration 

and performance using role play, dance and music to express ourselves. 

Prior learning 
 Listening to and sharing stories. 

 Children can take part in pretend play using props and small world 

characters. 

 Joining in with Nursery Rhymes and action songs. 

Key Vocabulary 

celebration    ingredients      tradition   

terrified        joy                   Nativity 

delighted       fear                 performance 

recipe            darkness           
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We will be launching our 

new term by learning the 

importance of valuing 

diversity by celebrating 

the special tradition of 

‘Diwali’.  Our learning 

journey will be inspired by 

the story ‘Pick a Pumpkin’ 

and the children will be 

immersed in vivid orange 

pumpkins which they will 

discover have magically 

appeared growing in our 

Nursery pumpkin patch.  

The children will have lots 

of opportunities to act out 

the story and use a wealth 

of new descriptive words. 

This week our Nursery 

garden will transform 

into an owl sanctuary 

and the children will 

receive a very exciting 

thank you message 

from ‘Frosty’ our 

adopted Snow Owl.  

They will learn how 

Frosty hunts for his 

food at night and how 

he has the important 

job of delivering their 

letters to Santa in 

Lapland every year. 

Our next two weeks will be brought to life 

as we read the traditional tale of the 

Gingerbread Man.  We will be solving the 

mystery of why there is a terrible mess of 

flour everywhere and why we can smell spicy 

ginger.  The children will speculate who left 

our oven door open and why there is a 

suspicious icing outline of a man on our 

kitchen table. We will listen to our story 

and begin to make links to our predictions 

and investigations.  Nursery will be excited 

when they discover that all the mess was 

created by the fleeting Gingerbread Man.  

As we continue to share the story the 

children will imitate the repetitive language 

used to help them retell this delightful tale.  

We will open a Nursery Bakery and become 

bakers and cooks as we learn the recipe to 

bake gingerbread characters – yummy! 

Orion and the Dark is a 

story all about facing your 

fears.  We will discover 

ways to combat our fears 

and explore the 

differences between light 

and dark.  We will take on 

the role as scientists as 

we observe the magic of 

the night sky in our 

outside Nursery 

Planetarium.  We will 

become connected with 

nature as we lie on our 

backs star gazing and use 

new words to describe the 

array of colours and 

shapes we can see.  

This week has become a firm 

favourite with the grown-ups 

in Nursery as we are re-

introduced to one of our 

favourite story characters.  

We will be reading Julia 

Donaldson's adorable sequel 

to ‘The Gruffalo’.  After 

hearing about the ‘Big Bad 

Mouse’, Gruffalo's daughter 

decides to ignore her 

father's warnings and she 

embarks on a journey to find 

the terrifying creature in 

the dangerously cold winter.  

We hope she comes home 

safe!  The children will be 

exploring new rhyming words 

and will learn some key 

phrases from this truly 

special book. 

This week we will be 

getting into the festive 

spirit by discovering 

some of the traditions 

surrounding the run up 

to Christmas.  We will 

explore rhyming words 

and learn lots of new 

vocabulary as we join 

‘Stick Man’ on an 

incredible adventure 

across the seasons.  We 

will follow him as he 

runs from a playful dog, 

gets thrown in a river, 

escapes from a swan's 

nest and even ends up 

on top of a fire. Will he 

get back to his family in 

time for Christmas?  

We hope so! 

Reading our Nativity story will 

tie up our Autumn term and our 

week will be filled with lots of 

festive cheer as we learn about 

the season of good joy.  Our 

role play area will be 

transformed into ‘Santa’s Mail 

Room’ enabling the children to 

explore mathematical concepts 

such as shape and size, as well 

as developing the fine motor 

skills of cutting and folding.  

Outside the children will be 

joining ‘Reindeer Training 

School’ just in time for 

Christmas arriving.  There may 

even be a visit from a very 

busy man when we climb aboard 

the Polar Express – ssshhh! 
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Communication and Language 
 

 Join in with favourite rhymes – some lines,  

words and actions.  

 Engage in joint attention with books.  

 Participate with words, phrases or gestures as play is narrated.  

 

 

Literacy 

 
 Develop preferences for picture books and seek 

out adults to share them.   
 Anticipate favourite sections as the book is shared.  
 Hold books independently, opening to find pages of interest.  
 Process language to locate key features in illustrations.   
 Join in with rhymes, imitating some actions.  
 Make marks on a range of scales with a range of tools and grips 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
 Become more outgoing with other adults in the 

setting.  
 Begin to link up with others from their key worker group by holding 

hands and travelling to the same play area.  
 Locate and bring additional resources to activities to achieve a 

particular goal.  

 

 

Commando Joe’s  

 

Eddie Empathy 

 

 

 

 

I know 

how you 

feel? 

Are you empathetic? Do you try to help other people 

when they are hurt or upset? 
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Physical Development    

              

                   

 Run and freeze. 
 Climb apparatus with alternate feet, using own hands for support.  
 Know they need to use the toilet and go independently, following 

adult guidance with clothing.  

 Wash hands with a reminder.  
 Copy most aspects of whole body action rhymes.  
 Make marks with large tools using arms and shoulders.  

 

Maths 

 

 

 Compare small sets of objects by processing language  
“more than” and “fewer than”.  

 Count within and up to 5 with correspondence.  
 Count sets to 5, applying the cardinal principle.  
 Use informal descriptions of properties of 3D shapes as they 

build.  
 Process language of everyday size during play.  
 Process and use positional vocabulary in large scale physical play.  
 Sort sets of objects such as building blocks into sets of identical 

members.  
 

Understanding the world 

“I wonder what we celebrate…” 
 Celebrate and value aspects of cultural celebrations in very simple 

terms, using new vocabulary accurately. 

 Share experiences of celebrations. 

 Notice changes in materials (shadows, ice) 

 Respond appropriately with adult guidance to treat living things 

with care.  
 Use senses to explore new food ‘Tasting Tuesday’. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design   
 

 Use props, similar to those they represent, 

appropriately during role play with simple dialogue.  

 Use small world props in simple stories with some narration.  

 Make marks with a wide range of tools and grips.  
 


