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Quick Summary 

In our first half term we will explore why we are special and what makes us unique. We will talk about some of our differences in relation to our families 

and new friends and celebrate what makes us ‘unique’.  We will learn that, although we are all different, we are all ‘special’ and we will begin to talk about 

‘who’ and ‘what’ is special to us.   We will be exposed to a range of vocabulary when talking about what we think is special and use these new words during 

our exploratory play.   We will be introduced to ‘Dough Disco’ and ‘Wiggle me into Squiggle’ and we will be practising to dance with our fingers and using 

‘Flipper Flappers’ to dance with our bodies.   

Prior learning 
 Children are just beginning their school journey and we will be spending time to get to 

know them. 

 We will be gathering information and asking questions to gain a deeper understanding of 

their prior knowledge 

Key Vocabulary 

 special 

 family 

 excellent 

 terrific 

 different 

 teamwork 

 Autumn 

Week One Week Two Week Three Week Four Week Five Week Six Week Seven 
 

    
In our first two weeks of Nursery the 

children will develop a sense of 

belonging and become familiar with 

their new environment and grown-ups.  

We will learn all about our ‘Golden 

Rules’ and be introduced to our 

Nursery routines, make new friends, 

and settle into life in ‘Excellent 

Elephants’ and ‘Terrific Tigers’ 

classes.  We will discover the 

important message of ‘acceptance’ and 

embrace our differences in the 

unique, bold colours of our author 

Todd Parr’s silly scenes.  We will learn 

we are ‘special’ just because of being 

who we are!   

This week our story will lead our 

learning journey and show 

Nursery how their ‘special’ 

features, traits and heritage can 

be passed down from biological 

and chosen family members.   

We will read all about how the 

little girl has inherited features 

from her black and south Asian 

family and we talk about our own 

families and explore the 

similarities we share.  

We will be introduced to 

‘Gerald’, a giraffe who is very 

good at standing still and 

eating leaves off trees but 

when it comes to dancing, he 

isn’t terrific! However, with a 

little kindness and inspiration 

from a friendly cricket he 

discovers that everyone can 

dance if they try!  We will 

discover everyone has 

different talents and learn to 

embrace our differences and 

be confident to try new things! 

We will begin counting how 

many syllables are in giraffe, 

elephant and dance. 

This week our learning journey will be 

inspired by the traditional tale of 

‘Goldilocks’.  We will become storytellers 

and actors as explore the main 

characters and learn to narrate the key 

phrases.. We will be shocked to discover 

that Goldilocks has sneaked into Nursery 

and eaten all our porridge.   I wonder 

what we will do? 

This week we will be 

learning all about ‘Autumn’ 

and we will be going on a 

leaf finding adventure.  

We will read the story ‘We 

are going on a Leaf Hunt’ 

and discover that during 

the Autumn season special 

changes take place in the 

world around us.  We will 

become scientists and 

geographers as we collect 

and observe lots of 

Autumn finds. 
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Communication and Language 

 
 Join in with popular Nursery Rhymes. 

 Join in with action songs. 

 Play alongside an adult. 

 Learn some vocabulary relating to our topic and use it in the 

correct context. 

Literacy 

 
 Maintain focus on a short picture book 

shared with an adult. 

 Make marks with a range of tools. 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 Form a secure bond with class adults and play 

parallel, observing others and copying ideas. 

 Select from a small range of resources on offer within a single 

activity. 

Commando Joe’s  

Tanisha Teamwork 
  

 
 

Can you work well as a team? Shall we put you to the test? 

 

 

We will 

work 

together 
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Physical Development                                   

 Drive scooters, bikes and trikes by pushing 

feet. 

 Climb steps or stairs with alternative feet, 

using hand or handrail for support. 

 Jump two feet to two feet on spot. 

 Jump down from a higher level to a lower height. 

 Travel galloping with a leading foot. 

 Run at speed in the outdoor space. 

 Kick, roll chase and collect a ball. 

 Copy some aspects of whole body action rhymes.  

 Know they need to use the toilet and ask adults to help them 

with clothing. 

 Wash hands with guidance.  

Maths 

 Compare small sets of objects by processing language  

           “more than”.  

 Build with blocks of different shapes and sizes and loose parts, 

making good choices based on their understanding of 

properties.  

 Understand and use simple positional vocabulary during child-

initiated play.  

 Match pairs and explain why they are the same.  

 

Understanding the world 

 Actively collect and enjoy transporting materials.  

 Explore sensory properties of everyday materials and 

demonstrate engagement facially or through body language.  

 Sustain interest in action and reaction toys.  

 Engage for short periods of time in respectful observations of 

living things.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design   

 Use props appropriately during simple role play.  

 Use small world props with a short narratives.  

 Make marks with a wide range of tools and grips.  
 


