
Music Progression of Skills 2022 2023 - Hadrian Park Primary School

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Autumn 1 Nursery rhymes. Unit: Me!

Genre:

Various

Musicians

such as:

Pharrell

Williams

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Introducing

Beat

Unit: Hands,

feet, heart.

Genre: Afro

pop

Musicians

such as:

Gospel choir

Unit: Let your

spirit fly

Genre: RnB

Musicians as

such as:

Marvin Gaye

Unit: Mamma

Mia

Genre: Pop

Musicians

such as:

ABBA

Wider Opps:

Recorder

Unit: Livin’ on

a prayer

Genre: Rock

Musicians

such as: Bon

Jovi

Unit: Happy

Genre: Pop/

Neo soul

Musicians such

as: The

carpenters

Autumn 2 Nursery rhymes

and Christmas

songs.

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Adding

rhythm and

pitch

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Exploring

simple

patterns

Unit:

Glockenspiel

Genre: Mixed

styles

Musicians

such as: Easy

E

Unit: Stop!

Genre: Grime

Musicians

such as:

Black eyed

peas

Wider Opps:

Recorder

Unit:

Classroom

jazz

Genre: Swing

Musicians

such as: Ian

Gray

Unit:

Classroom jazz

2

Genre: Blues

Musicians such

as: Burt

Bacarach

Spring 1 Nursery rhymes

and simple songs.

Unit:

Everyone!

Genre:

Various

Musicians

such as:

Jackson 5

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Introducing

tempo and

dynamics

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Focus

on dynamics

and tempo

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Developing

notation skills

Unit: Lean on

me

Genre: Gospel

Musicians

such as: Bill

Withers

Wider Opps:

Unit: To make

you feel my

love

Genre: Pop

ballad

Musicians

such as:

Unit: A new

year Carol

Genre:

Classical or

Urban Gospel

Musicians such

as: Gospel



Recorder Adele choir

Spring 2 Nursery rhymes

and simple songs.

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Combining

pulse rhythm

and pitch.

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Exploring

feelings

through music

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Enjoying

improvisation

Unit:

Blackbird

Genre: The

Beatles

Musicians

such as: The

Beatles

Wider Opps:

Recorder

Unit: Fresh

Prince of Bel

Air

Genre:

Old-school

Hip-Hop

Musicians

such as: Will

Smith

Unit: You’ve

got a friend

Genre: 70s

ballad/pop

Musicians such

as: The

Drifters

Summer

1

Simple songs

that children

know the words

to.

Unit: Big Bear

Funk

Genre: Funk

Musicians

such as:

Stevie

Wonder

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Having

fun with

improvisation

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

Inventing a

musical story

New Model

Curriculum

Unit:

composing

using your

imagination

Unit:

Blackbird

Genre: The

Beatles

Musicians

such as: The

Beatles

Wider Opps:

Recorder

Unit: Dancing

in the street

Genre:

Motown

Musicians

such as:

Stevie

Wonder

Unit: Music and

me

Genre: Hip

Hop, Classical,

Electronic,

Soul,

Contemporary

Musicians such

as: Eska

Summer

2

Japanese music

using Taiko

drums.

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Explore

sound and

create a story

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Music

that makes

you dance

New Model

Curriculum

Unit: Sharing

musical

experiences

Unit: Reflect,

rewind and

replay

Genre:

Classical

Musicians

such as:

Beethoven

Wider Opps:

Recorder

Unit: Reflect,

rewind and

replay

Genre:

Classical

Other genres

such as:

Romantic,

Contemporary

Unit: Reflect,

rewind and

replay

Genre:

Classical

Musicians such

as: Other

genres such as:

Romantic,

Contemporary



Music

Strands

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Singing and

Voice

Sing a simple song.

Join in repeated

songs.

Use voice in play.

Sing a song in

tune.

Change voice to

show different

feelings.

Sing quiet/loud,

fast/slow.

Speak chants and

rhymes.

Sing expressively..

Use high,middle,

low voices.

Follow pitch with

hand movements.

Learn to start and

stop singing when

following a leader.

Sing with control

and rhythm.

Begin to sing with

control of pitch.

Sing with an

awareness of

others.

Sing in two parts.

Find a

comfortable

singing position.

Sing in unison and

in simple

two-parts.

Begin to

demonstrate a

good singing

posture.

Follow a leader

when singing.

Have an awareness

of the pulse

internally when

singing.

Sing with

confidence,

control of

voice and wider

vocal range.

Sing in unison

and in simple

two-parts.

Demonstrate a

good singing

posture.

Explore singing

solo.

Sing with

increased control

of breathing, pitch

and posture,

projection and

clear diction.

Sing songs in tune

with a wide vocal

range and

awareness of

other parts.

Sing in unison and

to sing backing

vocals.

Explore singing

solo.

Sing with

increased control

of breathing,

pitch and posture,

projection and

clear diction.

Sing songs in tune

with a wide vocal

range and

awareness of

other parts.

Sing in unison and

to sing backing

vocals.

Explore singing

solo.

Listening

and

Appraising

Listen to stories,

rhymes and music

with attention.

Listen carefully

and discuss sounds

heard.

Join in stories and

dances using body

Listen to a range

of music and

start to recognise

and identify

characteristics

e.g. rhythm,

pitch, vocals,

instruments.

Invent and

Listen with

sustained

concentration.

Enjoy moving to

music.

Identify different

sources of sound

and different

Identify a wide

range of

instruments from

all groups.

Identify how a

song can make you

feel an emotion or

think about a

memory.

To confidently

identify and move

to the pulse.

To think about

what the words of

a song mean.

To take it in turn

to discuss how the

Discuss the

structure of a

song.

Identify

instruments

and vocals

within a range

of  music and

appraise how

Listen to and

recall a wide range

of sound patterns

confidently.

Identify how

certain songs

make you feel.

Think about the

Listen to and

recall a wide

range of sound

patterns

confidently.

Identify how

certain songs

make you feel and

the message of



percussion.

Moving in a range

of ways in

response to

different music

e.g. jumping,

clapping, dancing.

Begin to recognise

some instruments

by sound and some

by sight.

perform actions

to songs.

Participate in call

and response

using voice/

body/ percussion.

Continue to

recognise more

instruments by

sound and by

sight.

groups of

instruments. To learn how

songs can tell a

story or describe

an idea

song makes them

feel.

Listen carefully

and respectfully to

other people’s

thoughts about the

music.

they sound

Identify how a

song makes you

feel.

message of songs.

Compare two songs

in the same style.

songs.

Compare two

songs in the same

style. Listen with

precision and

attention to detail

to a range of

music.

Identify how

mood is enhanced

by music and the

addition of lyrics.

Inter-rela

ted

dimensions

of music

and

exploring

sounds,

melody and

accompani

ment.

Begin to recognise

simple

characteristics of

music

(speed/volume/hig

h/low).

Use sound and

movement to

internalise a song.

Identify simple

characteristics of

music

(speed/volume/hi

gh/low).

Select

sounds/instrumen

ts to represent a

range of moods.

Find the pulse,

Listen to the

rhythm and clap

back.

Copy back short

rhythmic phrases

based on words,

with one and two

syllables whilst

marching to the

steady beat.

Begin to make

rhythmic

patterns.

Identify how

sounds can

change.

Select and

combine sounds.

Copy rhythms using

instruments/body.

Clap and say back

rhythms

Create your own

simple rhythm

patterns.

Begin to lead the

class using their

simple rhythms.

Copy Back Using 2

Notes

Copy back – ‘Listen

and sing back’ (with

and without

notation)

Clap and say

back rhythms

Create your

own simple

rhythm

patterns.

Lead the class

using their

simple

rhythms.

Copy Back

Using 4 Notes

Copy back –

‘Listen and sing

back’ (with

notation)

Accurately

differentiate and

describe the

interrelated

dimensions of

music in a variety

of pieces.

Copy back

one-note riffs

using simple and

syncopated

rhythm patterns.

Lead the class by

inventing rhythms

for others to copy

back

Copy back

Use ICT to

change and

manipulate sounds.

Accurately

differentiate and

describe the

interrelated

dimensions of

music in a variety

of pieces.

Lead the class by

inventing rhythms

for others to copy

back

Copy back

two-note riffs by

ear and with



two-note riffs by

ear and with

notation

notation

Instrument

s

Use objects and

instruments in

different ways to

generate sounds.

Handle and play

instruments with

developing

control.

Play a steady

beat.

Play a long note

with some

accuracy.

Tuned and untuned

instruments.

(glocks)

Handle and play

with control.

Play instruments in

different ways to

create sound

effects.

Listen to and follow

musical instructions

from a leader.

Tuned and

untuned

instruments.

(glocks)

Handle and play

with control and

confidence.

Identify pulse and

join in getting

slower/faster.

Play rhythmic

patterns and

accompaniments.

Djembe

drums/Glocks

Perform a

repeated pattern

to a steady pulse.

Play any one, or all

of four,

differentiated

parts on a tuned

instrument – from

memory or using

notation.

Listen to and

follow musical

instructions from a

leader.

Recorders

Play all four,

differentiated

parts on a

tuned

instrument

from memory

or using

notation.

Leading the

playing by

making sure

everyone plays

on cue.

Ukuleles

Use a full range of

notes.

Showcase musical

expression by

altering dynamics.

Play a musical

instrument with

the correct

technique.

Listen to and

follow musical

instructions from

a leader.

Garage Band

Use a full range

of notes

confidently.

Showcase musical

expression by

altering dynamics.

Play a musical

instrument with

the correct

technique.

Lead musical

instructions to a

group.



Compositio

n and

improvising

Create rhythms

using body,

objects and

instruments.

Make their own

simple songs.

Create a

combination of

sounds with a

group.

Create a

composition with

the whole class.

Experiment with

and create sounds

using the

inter-related

dimensions of

music.

Listen to created

compositions and

make adaptations to

it.

Listen and clap

back, then listen

and clap your own

answer.

Create

compositions and

alter elements to

create different

moods and

effects (weather,

story, happy, sad,

upbeat)

Combine sounds

individually and

collaboratively

(using voice and

instruments)

Help create

simple melodies

using one, three

or five different

notes.

Create simple

rhythmic patterns

using a small range

of notes.

Help create at

least one simple

melody using one to

three different

notes.

Plan and create a

section of music

that can be

performed.

Talk about how it

was created.

Improvise

using up to

three

different

notes.

Create a simple

melody using up

to five

different

notes.

Compose complex

rhythms.

Create

increasingly

complex rhythms

and melodies

(using different

variations of

notes)

Play and improvise

using three notes.

Create simple

melodies using five

different notes.

Explain the

structure of the

melody.

As Year 5 and…

Write lyrics to a

melody.

Compose short

pieces of music

with lyrics.



Reading

and

Notation

Follow and create

sounds by

following pictures.

See sounds

represented as

simple diagrams.

Follow rhythm

patterns using

invented symbolic

representation.

Perform sounds in

response to symbols

and pictures using

body and

instruments.

Record ideas using

symbols.

Begin to follow a

range of simple

symbols for

musical

instruction.

Learn how the

notes of the

composition can

be written down.

Begin to

understand and

recognise formal

musical notations.

Record the

composition (e.g.

graphic/pictorial

notation).

Recognise and

represent a

wider range of

formal musical

notations.

Record the

composition

(with notation

learned).

Recognise and

represent most

formal

representations of

musical notations.

To use and apply

staff notation and

to perform, plan,

revise and refine

musical material

Performanc

e

Begin to respond

physically when

performing.

Begin to perform

in an ensemble

(voice or

instrument).

Respond

physically when

performing.

Perform in an

ensemble (voice

or instrument).

Perform individually

and ensemble.

Talk about how

they felt about

their performance.

Respond physically

when performing.

Perform

individually and

ensemble.

Perform with an

awareness of

different parts

using voice and

instruments.

Consider the best

place to be when

performing and

how to stand or sit.

Talk about how

they were feeling,

evaluate

performance.

Have an

awareness of

different parts

using voice and

instruments.

Consider the

best place to

be when

performing and

how to stand

or sit.

Talk about how

they were

feeling,

evaluate

performance..

Maintain precision

and accuracy

whilst having an

awareness of

others.

Talk about the

venue and how to

use it to best

effect.

Record the

performance and

compare it to a

previous

performance.

Talk musically

about it – “What

went well?” and

“It would have

been even better

Maintain precision

and accuracy

whilst having an

awareness of

others.

Talk about the

venue and how to

use it to best

effect.

Record the

performance and

compare it to a

previous

performance.

Talk musically

about it – “What

went well?” and

“It would have

been even better




