HADRIAN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Miss A Gibson — Head Teacher

Addington Drive, Hadrian Park, Wallsend, NE28 9RT
Telephone: (0191) 200 7257, Fax: (0191) 200 7372
Email: hadrianpark.primary@northtyneside.gov.uk

Website: www.hadrianparkprimary.org.uk

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you for your time and patience whist we are designing our exciting new phonics
and comprehension reading scheme. As you will have noticed we have made a choice,
when it comes to home learning, to prioritise reading. We have spent an enormous
amount of time, energy and money promoting a love of reading over time, however, we
felt further work needed to be carried out. We now have an Accelerated Reader
program utilised in school, which is fully functional from Years 2-6.

We have designed a sequential approach to our reading curriculum; where the sequence
of reading books demonstrates a cumulative progression in phonics knowledge,
matched to our phonics programme (Read Write Inc). There will be a mix of stories,
poems, rhymes and non-fiction to develop pupils' vocabulary, language comprehension
and continuing enjoyment of reading. Your child's reading progress will be assessed
regularly, with a stage not age approach.

Your child's reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes home
from school. Reading is happening all the time in the class and in school. It is taught in
specific reading and Literacy lessons, but children are practising and using their
'reading skills' constantly and consistently across the whole curriculum.

Parents can support this 'reading journey' through regular reading at home. Reading to
and with your child every evening for at least ten minutes can make a dramatic
difference to a child's achievement within school. Just sitting down and sharing or
having a chat about a favourite book is the best way to wind down after a busy day.
Every child has a 30 minute entitlement of focused independent reading time
throughout the school day-every day, alongside the teaching of reading and a further
10/15 minutes of a class story at the end of the day too.

Learning To Read At Hadrian Park

Children learn fo read in different ways and at different stage and ages. The first
part of a child's journey towards being a successful reader starts when the child is a
baby and is listening to stories and rhymes, of which they never grow out of, even at
age 11. This encourages a love of language and stories and develops the child's
vocabulary and understanding of language as they start to become familiar with what
words mean and what they look like. A vital first stage of a child's development as a
reader is to be able to ‘'read’ pictures and to determine what is happening or to
predict what might happen from the pictures in a book. As this skill develops, children
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become able to use their grammatical skills to listen to words within a sentence and to
make sense of what they can hear. This is an important tool for all young readers as it
enables them to make sensible guesses at unknown words within a sentence and to
continue to read for meaning without being stopped in their tracks. As children move
through EYFS and KS1, they develop their skills in decoding (Decoding is when children
use their knowledge of letter-sound relationships to correctly pronounce written
words. This includes more than just knowing the sounds individual letters make, but
letter patterns, too). By the time they reach KS2 some children have mastered their
phonic skills and the balance moves towards making meaning from the text and
developing fluency and understanding of the context. Your child may bring the same
book home and this is totally acceptable as they should be encouraged about the
benefits of rereading a book. This helps them understand how narrative works and
offers them comfort and familiarity with the story and the characters.

Reading expectations

Your child will bring home a book matched to their phonic stage, with this book they
will be able to read confidently. The child should be able to confidently decode and
read with ease, showing full understanding and enjoyment. Therefore, in the early
stages of reading your child will not necessarily experience ‘difficulty’ as the book is
linked to their phonic stage therefore, this does not mean the book is too easy for
them. It means that it is preparing them to develop a more independent approach to
reading, which will enrich their reading experience, in turn preparing them for further
challenge as they progress. Please can we avoid the term 'it is too easy’, this is a
term we need to stamp out, as this won't help a child's self esteem and reading ability.
Did you know? If you can't read 5% of words in a text the meaning becomes lost,
therefore the level of challenge is too difficult. This is why it is so important to match
the child's reading stage, to promote independent application and so that they
understand what they are reading. For example, a child should be able to read at a
pace of 50 to 60 words a minute at the beginning of the school year and 90 words per
minute by the end of the school year.

To help support parents we will be holding an opportunity to invite you in to hear more
about our reading curriculum and would highly recommend that you definitely attend.
We will be holding an information sharing events:

e 27™ November 2019 3:30-4:30

Please note our commitment to your child's reading is the key factor for future
academic success. We see reading as a crucial ingredient. Please join us on this
exciting journey and let's get all of our children reading regularly, at ease and enjoying
it. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with Miss Martin if you wish to discuss any of
the information in more deftail.
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