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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
A very happy new year to you all, we do hope that you and your family have had a restful 
festive period.   
 
There has been much speculation in the media, regarding the return to school for      
primary pupils.  Therefore, my goal is to gather the views of staff, with the aim to     
ensure a safe environment for all, as I have been informed today that some teaching  
unions have advised that they do not feel it is safe for staff to return to school for the 
first 2 weeks of term due to a lack of scientific evidence around the new strain of 
Coronavirus.  This is due to the fact that large parts of the country are in Tier 4 and 
some schools have been advised not to open to all pupils and this is not a consistent  
message to all schools within this situation. 
 
I am aware that all unions are liaising with the government around Health and Safety 
legislation, therefore the situation is difficult to plan for and pre-empt due to the ever 
changing picture.    
 
Here at Hadrian Park Primary, we believe that every problem has a solution and that by 
working together we can put in place the best plan for our school, abiding by all current 
governmental guidance and restrictions.   
 
Currently it is my goal that all pupils will return to school on Monday because we all know 
how important it is for children to be in school, however, I am unable at this point to 
guarantee that all staff will be in a position to return due to the current advice being 
provided by their own unions.  I am not yet able to say what this will mean for a physical 
return to school for all the pupils, or for pupils whose teachers may be providing only 
remote learning,  although I can guarantee that all children will be provided with work 
whether in school or at home.   
 
I understand that for working parents this is very difficult, however, this situation is 
through no fault of school, our staff team or their representative unions.  I will  
update you as soon as I possibly can, but would advise that parents may consider their 
own circumstances and I thank you for your patience in the mean time. 
 
Welcoming any pupils back as planned on Monday 4th January, is of course subject to all 
new governmental guidance or further restrictions.  We may make some refinements or 
changes to our day to day practice, after considering the views from our staff and any 
new announcements.  We will ensure that our risk assessments and action plans protect 
children and all school staff on site.   
 
As always, we want to make considered and informed decisions in the best interests of 
all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3rd January 2021 - Parent/Carer Update  
 

Education and childcare settings: New Tier 4 restrictions 31st December 
2020 

 
On Wednesday 30th December 2020 the Government announced that the 
North East of England would be moving into Tier 4 restrictions with effect 
from Thursday 31st December 2020 (from Monday 4th January 2021 in 
Schools) to control the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 



 

 

Here at Hadrian Park the following rules still apply for return in January 
2021: 
 
• All children to continue to come to school as normal unless otherwise 

advised by their doctor or school.  If your doctor advises against 
attending School, please provide us with this communication for our 
records. 

 

• Parents/Carers are able to rely upon others for childcare, but must stick 
within the guidelines as provided by the government, to keep us all safe.    

 
• School will still abide by our latest Risk assessment incorporating all new 

guidance coverage, which is available on our website, under the parent 
dropdown menu, select letters-Covid 19 July 2020, this and subsequent 
letters.   

• To continue strengthen restrictions during this period (Jan 2021 until    
otherwise advised) staff on external gates will wear a visor during pick up 
and drop off times only. We’ll also expect all parents/carers to strictly 
adhere to the 2m distancing rules when queuing up and traveling around the 
school perimeter.   

• We would also advise EVERYBODY that can, to wear a face mask too and 
follow the SPACE, FACE, HANDS guidance.  PLEASE CAN WE ASK THAT 
ONLY 1 ADULT ATTENDS SCHOOL TO DROP-OFF/PICK-UP AND THAT 
NO ADULTS CONGREGATE OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL, OR BRING THEIR 
DOGS DURING THIS TIME.  Help us to continue to keep everybody safe, 
we’re all in this together and we need the support of each other now more 
than ever. 

 
• We will continue our NO PARENTS ON SITE rule  
 
• Our Trainee Teachers will still attend School as planned. 
 
• All Staff and pupils should be present at School unless they have received 

notification from school, a letter from their doctor or the NHS advising 
that they are categorised as Clinically Extremely Vulnerable.  Please speak 
to School if you are unsure about this. 

 
 
• Our after school clubs will continue to run as and when they are arranged, 

because we are aware that these clubs do offer childcare provision for the     
majority of our families.  

 

• This letter outlines all new restrictions and procedures that the school are 
continuing during this new Tier 4 period, which will be reviewed in line with 
all new guidance and restrictions.  

 

• All parents and carers to abide by all information provided to parents with 
regards to the onset and ongoing COVID-19 symptoms.  This guidance can 
be found on our web-site under the parents drop down menu, sub heading 
letters—information for parents COVID-19 update from Public Health.  
   


