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Nursery  

 

Autumn  

Actively collect and enjoy transporting 

materials. 

Celebrate and value aspects of cultural 

celebrations in very simple terms, using 

new vocabulary accurately. 

 

Spring  

Explore wheels, axles and rolling. 

Look at different vehicles and how they 

work. 

Name buildings in our local area.  

Recognise self in baby photographs and 

relate simple family stories about 

babyhood. 

Describe and enact some of the roles of 

community figures 

 

Summer  
Name family members in photographs and 

narrate differences. 

Reception  

 

Autumn  

Know that children were babies in the past. 

Know that adults were children in the past. 

Know that adults can remember things from the past. 

 

Spring  

Compare different environments and ‘worlds’ to their own environment. 

Identify similarities and differences between babies and four-year-olds and 

adults. 

Describe how people grow up and change. 

Sequence the life of a hen from hatching to maturity. 

Sequence the life cycle of a plant. 

 

Summer  

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and 

life in other countries, exploring how things are made and where things come 

from (food, clothes, toys, houses) 

Recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they 

live. 

 

 



 

 

Year Group  National Curriculum Skills Knowledge  

Y1 Examine events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or 

globally. 

 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Sequence events in their life  

∙ Match objects to people of different 

ages 

● Changes within living 

memory. SP - Florence 

Nightingale. 

(all about me, family  

and Covid)  



Compare aspects of life in different 

periods. 

 

Changes within living memory. Where 

appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life. 

∙ Develop an awareness of the past, using 

common words and phrases relating to the 

passing of time. 

 

∙ Recognise the difference between past 

and present in their own and others’ lives  

∙ They know and recount episodes from 

stories about the past  

∙ They should use a wide vocabulary of 

everyday historical terms. 

 

Historical enquiry 

∙ Ask questions about the past. (What was 

it like? What was it used for? Who is it? 

What were they doing?)   

∙ Answer questions about the past. 

 

Interpretations of History  

∙ They should ask and answer questions, 

choosing and using parts of stories and 

other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events. 

∙ Use stories to encourage children to 

distinguish between fact and fiction 

 

Range and depth of historical knowledge 

∙ Recognise the difference between past 

and present in their own and others’ lives  

● Significant events 

(comparing toys and how 

children played)  

● Significant places 

locally. SP - George 

Stephenson (Seaside 

towns and transport) 



∙ They know and recount episodes from 

stories about the past  

∙ They should use a wide vocabulary of 

everyday historical terms. 

Y2 Examine events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or globally  

 

Examine the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who have 

contributed to national and international 

achievements.  

 

Examine significant historical events, 

people and places in their own locality. 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Describe events in their life  

∙ Describe 3 or 4 artefacts from distinctly 

different periods of time  

∙ Match objects to people of different 

ages  

∙ Describe photographs etc. from 

different periods of their life  

∙ Describe memories of key events in lives 

 

Historical enquiry  

∙ Use a source – Use sources to answer 

questions about the past 

  

Interpretations of history  

∙ Compare 2 versions of a past event  

∙ Compare pictures or photographs of 

people or events in the past. 

∙ Discuss reliability of sources 

 

Range and depth of historical knowledge  

∙ Recognise why people did things, why 

events happened and what happened as a 

result  

● Great fire of London 

● Native America  

● Queen Elizabeth ll 



∙ Identify differences between ways of 

life at different times 

 

 

 

Y3 Pupils should continue to develop a 

chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives 

within and across the periods they 

study.  

 

They should note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Place the time studied on a time line 

∙ Use dates and terms related to the study 

unit and passing of time 

∙ Sequence several events or artefacts 

 

Historical enquiry  

∙ Use a range of sources to find out about 

a period  

∙ Observe small details – artefacts, 

pictures  

∙ Select and record information relevant to 

the study 

∙ Begin to use the library and internet for 

research 

 

Interpretations of history  

∙ Identify and give reasons for different 

ways in which the past is represented  

∙ compare different versions of the same 

story  

∙ Look at media of the period – museum, 

cartoons, news 

 

● Stone-Age  

● Egypt  

● Mayans  



Range and depth of historical knowledge  

∙ Find out about everyday lives of people in 

time studied  

∙ Compare with our life today  

∙ Identify reasons for and results of 

people's actions  

∙ Understand why people may have wanted 

to do something 

Y4 Pupils should continue to develop a 

chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives 

within and across the periods they 

study. 

 

They should note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms. 

They should regularly address and 

sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Place events from period studied on time 

line  

∙ Use terms related to the period and 

begin to date events  

∙ Understand more complex terms e.g. 

BC/AD 

 

Historical enquiry  

∙ Use evidence to build up a picture of a 

past event  

∙ Choose relevant material to present a 

picture of one aspect of life in time past  

∙ Ask a variety of questions  

∙ Use the library and internet for research 

 

Interpretations of history  

∙ Look at the evidence available  

∙ Begin to evaluate the usefulness of 

different sources  

∙ Use text books and historical knowledge 

● Ancient Greece  

● Romans  

● Anglo Saxons  

 



 

Range and depth of historical knowledge  

∙ Use evidence to reconstruct life in time 

studied  

∙ Identify key features and events of time 

studied  

∙ Look for links and effects in time studied 

 ∙ Offer a reasonable explanation for some 

events 

Y5 Pupils should continue to develop a 

chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives 

within and across the periods they 

study. 

 

They should note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms. 

They should regularly address and 

sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance.  

 

They should construct informed 

responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information. They should 

understand how our knowledge of the 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Know and sequence key events of time 

studied 

 ∙ Use relevant terms and period labels  

∙ Make comparisons between different 

times in the past 

 

Historical enquiry  

∙ Begin to identify primary and secondary 

sources 

∙ Use evidence to build up a picture of a 

past event  

∙ Select relevant sections of information 

∙ Use the library and internet for research 

with increasing confidence 

 

Interpretations of history  

∙ Compare accounts of events from 

different sources  

● Vikings  

● Normans  

● Incas 



past is constructed from a range of 

sources 

∙ Offer some reasons for different 

versions of events 

 

Range and depth of historical knowledge 

∙ Study different aspects of different 

people – differences between men and 

women  

∙ Examine causes and results of great 

events and the impact on people  

∙ Compare life in early and late ‘times’ 

studied 

∙ Compare an aspect of lie with the same 

aspect in another period 

Y6 Pupils should continue to develop a 

chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world 

history, establishing clear narratives 

within and across the periods they 

study. 

 

They should note connections, contrasts 

and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms. 

They should regularly address and 

sometimes devise historically valid 

questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance.  

 

 

Chronological understanding  

∙ Place current study on time line in 

relation to other studies  

∙ Use relevant dates and terms  

∙ Describe up to 10 events on a time line 

 

Historical enquiry  

∙ Recognise primary and secondary sources  

∙ Use a range of sources to find out about 

an aspect of time past ∙ Suggest omissions 

and the means of finding out  

∙ Bring knowledge gathered from several 

sources together in a fluent account 

 

Interpretations of history  

● Tudors  

● Victorians  

● WW2 

 



They should construct informed 

responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information. They should 

understand how our knowledge of the 

past is co 

∙ Link sources and work out how conclusions 

were arrived at  

∙ Consider ways of checking the accuracy 

of interpretations – fact or fiction and 

opinion  

∙ Be aware that different evidence will 

lead to different conclusions  

∙ Confidently use the library and internet 

for research 

 

Range and depth of historical knowledge  

∙ Find out about beliefs, behaviour and 

characteristics of people, recognising that 

not everyone shares the same views and 

feelings  

∙ Compare beliefs and behaviour with 

another time studied  

∙ Write another explanation of a past 

event in terms of cause and effect using 

evidence to support and illustrate their 

explanation  

∙ Know key dates, characters and events of 

time studies 

 

 

 

Key Historical Threads and Concepts  



 

 Settlements Culture Religion Industry 

and 

Invention 

Economy Power and 

Rule 

Empire Parliament 
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