
Drawing

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Begin to explore a
variety of drawing
materials including
pencil, graphite, pen,
chalk, soft pastel, wax
and charcoal.
Explore mark making to
start to build
mark-making
vocabulary e.g.
drawing soft toys and
drawing feathers.
Undertake projects
which explore
observational drawing
(drawing what you
see), to record what is
seen, and also
experimental drawing,
to share what is felt.
Become familiar with 2
or more drawing
exercises repeated over
time to build skill.

Develop mark-making
skills through
experimentation with
various drawing media:
pencil, graphite, chalk,
soft pastel, wax and
charcoal.
Explore a variety of
drawing starting points
(stimuli), including
close looking via
observation from
primary & secondary
source material,
drawing from memory
and imagination. These
might include
figurative, still life and
landscape subject
matter for drawings.
Use drawings as basis
for collage.

Practice observational
drawing from the
figure, exploring careful
looking, intention,
seeing big shapes,
drawing with gesture,
and quick sketching,
e.g. Using gesture in
drawing.
Using observational
drawing as a starting
point, fed by
imagination, design
typography.
Continue to familiarize
with sketchbook /
drawing exercises.

Continue to familiarize
with sketchbook /
drawing exercises.
Apply skills to a variety
of media, exploring
outcomes in an
open-ended manner.
Use growing technical
skill and knowledge of
different drawing
materials, combined
with increasing
confidence in making a
creative response to a
wide range of stimuli,
to explore more
experimental drawing,
following child’s own
interests/affinities.
Layering of media,
mixing of drawing
media, e.g. Wax resist
with coloured inks

Continue with the key
drawing exercises
Drawing exercises
Explore the
relationship of line,
form and colour.
Follow a series of
guided activities which
each offer pupils an
opportunity to make
their own individual
creative response.

Continue with the key
drawing exercises
Drawing exercises
Revisit still life. Develop
drawing skills using
observational drawing.
Explore drawing and
mark making on new
surfaces, e.g. clay,
linking to genres such
as portraiture or
landscape.
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